Loan Bill.

shipping port, at which on many oceasions
there was »n greater namber of vessely
than at Fremantle. At times it was
difficult to tind acenmmodation at the
jetty for vessels using the port; there-
fore, whoever bad authorised the expen-
diture, it was justified hy the need for
accommodation of the shipping.

Hon. J. M. DREW: The Comumittee
should insist on having the required
information. There was no wish to
block the Bill, which could be put
through its rem‘unmg stages on Mon-
day.

Hox. J. W. HACEETT: Would not

the hon. membet’s object be served by .

passing the schedule now, and askiog for
information on the third reading 7 It
was needless to show the importavee of
improving the harbour at Bunbury,
which would svon take its place in the
first rank of Australian ports.
was a movement on foot which might
revolutiomise the whole of the South-
West. [f present developments con-
inued, the export of wool and lambs
vould assume gigantic dimensious. Be-
sween Fremantle and Albany there must
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THE CoLoxrar Secrerary: The Bill
coull be vecommitted.

Hox. J. M. DREW: That would be
a roundabout procedure. Better report
progress, and between now and Monday

- procure the information required.

There |

7e an auchorage, and nopoe could be

‘ound except at Bunbury.

Tue COLONTIAL
Even Mr. Drew admitted that very full
nformation had been given. Why then
sostpone the item? As shown on the
raper distributed, the total estimated
:ost of the Buobury barbour works was
£73,619. The authorisation passed was
£56,000, and an additional £17,000
nust be spent to complete the work. In
his Bill we were passing £44,000, the
mlance being in previous Loan Bills.
Che moner was to pay for the breakwater
ontract, over £60,000, for the comple-
ion of the jetty extension 216 feet, and
he breakwater extension 800 feet. As
o the trade of the port, he had just
btained some information. Eight years
go the exports of Bunbury were only
311,000 ; last vear they were £500,000,
.nnmpa.lly timber. The export tonnage
7as considerably greater than that of
*remantle or any other port in the State.
L postponement, however long, could
ardly euable him to obtain farther in-
prmation.

Hox. J. M. DREW : If the Bill were
assed through Committee, we could not
hen send a suggestion to another place.

SECRETARY:

On motion by the Hon. M. L. Moss,
progress reported and leave given to sit
again.

BILL—JANDAKOT-ARMADALE
RAILWAY.

Received from the Legislative As-
sembly, and read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 843 o’clock,
until the next Monday afternoon.

Legiglatibe Assembly,
Friday, 7th December, 1906.
PacE
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Tar SPEAEER took the Chair at
3 o'clock p.m.

PrAaYERS.

QUESTION—HOPETOUN HARBOCUR,
WAGES,

Mr. HUDSON asked the Premier: 1,
Has the Minister authorised the redue-
tion of the wages of men working on the
jetty at Hopetouu to the rates paid at
Fremautle : and if so, why? 2, Did the
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Minister take into consideration theextra
cost of living ar Hopetoun as compared
with Fremantle, and the isolation of the
port of Hopetoun? 3, Had he regard
to the axpenses incurred by men going to
‘and from the port of Hopetoun? 4,
Will he make provision to prevent the
working of carge by ships’ crews at
Hopetoun, and grant the men at Hope-
toun other advantages enjoyed by men
employed in similar oceupations at Fre-
mantle; if not, why not?

Tas PREMLER replied: 1, The whar-
finger has been instructed that the -wages
are not to be reduced to Fremantle rates,
but will be at the rate of 1s. 6d. per hour
with 2s. 64. per hour overtime. 2 and 3,
Answered by No. 1. 4, This does not
come within the province of the Govern-
ment, but enbirely concerns the shipping
companies. They have all the advan-
tages availahle.

Mz, HUDSON : I understand you are
putting the rates back to what they were
originally, 1s. 6d. and 2s. 6d.; is that
right ?

Tae Premier: That is right.

Mr. HUDSON: That settles the dis-
pute.

QUESTION ON A LEGAL POINT.

Mg. EWING: T gave notice of aques-
tion yesterday, which does not appear on
the Notice Paper.
Teason ?

Mz. SPEAKER: In reference to the
hon. member's question, I find that, ac-
cording to the rules, a question mast not
ask for an expression of opinion on an
abstract legal question. That is the
reason the member's question does not
appear.

PAPER—DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
EXPENSES.

Tae TREASURER, in laying on the
table a return as moved for, showing the
expenses of distinguished visitors, said:
There is one item in the return, Miss
Peacock. daughter of Sir Alexander
Peacock, of Victoria, railway pass £10.
I wish to explain that I have hada com-
muanication from Bir Alexander Peacock,
in which be says he has been accused of
franking his daughter over the West
Australian lines, and he points out that
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Preston Talloy Railway.

he has never been in Westorn A ustralia
and he has no danghter.  After making
inquivies, I find that it isan error that
has crept into the return supplied by the
Ratlway Department. They jumped to
the conclusion that this lady was the
daughter of “8ir Alexander Peacock,
whergas the lady was from England,
travelling in the interest of the Girls
Friendly Society, and Mr. Rason, at the
request of the loeul W.C.T.TJ., granted her
a railway pass. I wired to Sir. Alexan-
der regretting the errov, and stating that

I would take the first opportunity of

rectifying the matter in the House.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Harpwicg, leave
of nbsence for one fortnight was granted
to the member for Kimberley (Mr. A.
Male), on the ground of urgent private
business.

BILL — DONNYBROOK-UPPER BLACK-
WQOOD (PRESTON VALLEY) RAILWAY,

IN COMMITTEE, ETC,

Mr. InttveworTH in the Chair, the

~ Premier in charge of the Bill.

May I ask the

Clauses 1 to 7—agreed to.

BETTERMENT FRINCIPLE,

New Clause:
Mr. BATH moved that the following
be added as Clause 8 :—

Within three months after the commence-
ment of this Act, the Minister for Lands by
notification in the Government Gazetfe, shall
declare the district which in his opinion will
be benefited by the construction or use of the
seid line of railway, and may alter or amend
any such notification. Upon the opening of
the line to traflic the Railway Commissioner
ghall, for the year commencing on a day to be
fixed by them following the opening of the
line to traffic, impese and collect in respect of
land within the said district :

{e.} One penny in the pound on the un-
improved value of land within five
miles of the line; and

(b.) One halfpenny in the pound on the

. unimproved value of land beyond
five and within ten wmiles of the
line; and

{¢.) One farthing in the pound on the un-
improved value of land beyond ten
and within fifteen miles of the line

. And for every year thercafter and until the
_ Railway Commissioner certifies that the
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receipts for the ling during the next preceding
yearare sufficient to meet the working expenses
and interest at the rate of three per centum
per anpum on the cost of comstruction of the
line, the said Railway Commissioner shall
impose and collect a tax in respect of such

[7 Decessnir, 1906.]

land at a rate not exceeding that hereinbefore

seb out.

Tre CHAIRMAN: In his opinion it
would require a message from the
Governor to allow of the consideration
of this new clause. Perhaps the hon.

member would ask for the opinion of the .

Speaker. The clanse was one imposing
taxation, and therefore reguiring a
message from His Excellency. Accord-
ingly, it must he ruled cut of order.

Mg, BATH was auxious to uscertain
the opinion of the Committee on the
clause; and without disrespect to ihe
Chairman’s vuling be would be glad to
have the opinion of Mr. Speaker on the
point, especially in view of the fact that
other clauses of the Bill, notably Clause
6, involved charges on
of theState. Hetherefore formally moved:

That the Committee dissent from the Chair-
man’s ruling.

Tueg CHAIRMAN: Although the
Commnittee bad money powers, it could
not pussibly increase taxation.

HOUSE RESUMED.

Te CHAIRMAN having stated the
question on which appeal was made-—

Mr. SPEAKER said: I must uphold
the opinion of the Cbairman of Com-
mittees. This new clause involves a
question of taxation, and under our
Standing Orders must therefore neces-
surily be preceded by a message from His
Bxcellency the Governor, obtained either
hy the mover or by a member of the
Ministry.

IN COMMITTEE, ETC.

Schedule :

Mg. BATH: In connection with the
schedule, he believed the ruling of the
Chairman and of the Speaker to be right.
He desired to point out to the Premier,
however, that the matter was oue of con-
siderable imporlance, and had much
bearing on the probability of the Com-
mittee’s authorising the construction of
mauy lines of railwar coutemplated hut
not included in the Government pro-
gramme. Would the Premier afford, in
conneetion with another railway Bill, an

)

Novseman Railway. 3573

opportunity for discussion of the pro-
posal ?

Tee CHAIRMANXN : In ovder to discuss
this guestion, the hon. member would
have to move for suspension of the con-
sideration of the Bill.

M=e. Baru: Could the Premier not
have a chance to reply ¥

Tue CHAIRMAN The Premier was
not bound to reply.

Mg, Bata merely asked him to do se,

Tae PREMIER: Ouly since he came

. into the Chamber had he seen the amend-

the revenues .

ment, and, as wembers were aware, it
opened out an entirely new priuciple as
far as Western Austrabia was concerned.
At this juncture he was not prepared to

take the only step which he onderstood

from the Chairman we could take, and
that would be to bring a message down
from his Excellency.

Mz. Borron: It would give the Gov-
erninent some very necessary funds.

Mz, BATH: The Premier had no
opportunity of blaming him for the fact
that he was not in possession of the
amendment, or that there was a luck of
opportunity for discussing this very
inportant proposul. The whole of the
blame was due to the Premier and his
colleagues for the very lute stage at
which the railway proposals were bronght
down. Had the railway proposals beeu
brought down earlier, o very important
principle like this, which every State in
the Comwonwealth had been compelled
to adopt, could have heen discussed ; but
although the railways were mentioned in
the Goveruor’s Speech, the Bills were
introduced at the tail-end of the session
and the gqueslion was practicaily jamined
out of discussion. He had prepared
the amendment and bhad it typed, but
conld pot get it printed. He made it
available at the earliest time.

Schedule put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment; the
report adopted.

Bill read a third thme, and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

BILL—COOLGARDIE-NORSEMAN
RAILWAY.

IN COMMITTEE, ETC.

Mer. IvvixewortH in the Chair, the
PrzMier in charge of the Bill,
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Norseman Ratlwoy.
Clauses 1, 2, 3.—a.greed to.

Clause 4—Power te Governor to com-
pulsorily purchase land within fifteen
miles of railway:

Mr. H. BROWN: What amount had
been allocated for resumption of land
through which the line would pass?

Tag PREMIER had not the Loan

" Estimates bere, but if the hon., member
would refer to them he would find there
was a sum considerably in excess of
£10,000 provided for land resumption.
He was not quite sure what the sum was.

Mr. HEITMANN wished to kaow
whether the Government would follow
the same principle in disposing of this
land later on as that adopted in connec-
tion with other estates which they had
resumed. For instance, there was the
Stirling estate. The Government re-
sumed a large acreage of land, and after-
wards disposed of it to people at a price
really beyond its value. The Govern-
ment should not follow the policy of
trying to make money out of resumption
of land the same as they did in regard to
that estate. [Member: Probably people
put their own price.] Perhaps so. Pro-
bably there was an upset price.  Still, it
was known that people paid a price for
that land far above its real value. The
Government should not buy up estates
and trv to make money out of the settlers
who desired the land.

Tae PREMIER : There had been no
estates resumed up to date under the
provisions of this measure. Buf in re-
gard to ordinary repurchased estates,
after allowing for the original cost, the
cost of survey, and any improvements
effected, 10 per cent. was added to the
amount., That was the only profit that
was made out of it.

Mr. H. BROWN : The particulars as
to cost of Jand resumption should appear
in the information given regarding the
railways; the amount should be a charge
against the lines. The cost of the rail-
ways would be far in excess of the esti-
mates before members.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses to end, Schedule,
agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment; the
report adopted.

Read a third time, and transmiited to
the Legislative Council.

Title—
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Quairading Reilway.

BILL—GREENHILLS-QUATRADING
RAILWAY.

IN COMMITTEE, ETC.

Me. ILLisSeworTH in the Chair, the
PrEMIER in ceharge of the Bill

Clauses 1 to 4—agreed to.

Clause 5—Purchase money to be deter-
mined under Public Works Act 1902

Mr. BATH : The clause would prevent
landholders aloug the route from securing
the unearned increment, and was
modified application of the betternent
pringiple.  Though he bhad been unable
to move un amendment, he would impress
ot the Glovernment the need for adopting
some such principle. None would object
to State ussistance to those engaged in
certain industries; but to secure such
assistance other people should unot be
penalised. In private life we did not rob
Peter to pay Paul, and one class of pro-
ducers should not be assisted by a tax on
other classes. TLandholders along the
route should be prepared to pay some-
thing for the advantages conferred on
them by the line, and to lighten the
burden its construction imposed on the
general taxpayer. There should be a
betterment tax on the unimproved value
of the land, according to distance from
the line, graduated by the Minister at,
say, 1d. in the pound within five miles of
the line; 1d. within 10 miles ; 4d. outside
10 and within 15 miles. Landowuers
who used their property and thus provided
traflic for the railway, enabling it at least
to pay working expenses, should be
entilled to u refund according to the
amount contributed. Owners would
then utilise their Jland to the best
advantage, and the railway would soon
become profitable. The tax would not
entail any hardship,

Tue CHATIRMAN : The hon. member
must not discuss a proposed tax.

Mg, BATH : The clause involved the
prineiple. The tax would prevent land-
owners from agitating for wildcat rail-
ways. Not many losses on new railways
would be needed to laud us in financial
difficulties more serious than we now
expericnced. The late introduction of
the Railway Bills had prevented his
moving an amendment; and as Govern-
ment business had precedcuce, he could
not make a specitic motion. The Gov-
ernment should either impose a better-
ment tax, or secure guarantees from
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landowners to be benefited by the con-
struction of the railway.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses to end, Schedule, Title —agreed
to,

Bill reported without amendwment; the
report adopted.

Read a third time, and transinitted to
the Legislative Couneil.

BILL—HOPETOUN-RAVENSTHORPE
RATLWAY,

IN GQOMMITTEE, KTC.

‘Bill passed through Commwittee with-
out debate, reported without wmendment,
the report adopted.

Read a third time, and transwnitted to
the Legislative Council.

BILL—ROADS AND STREETS
SECOND READING.

Tere PREMIER (Hou. N. J. Moore)
in moving the second reading said : This

CLOSURE.
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Roads Closure Bill, 3575

is no danger to public health in the pro-
posal, as the water from the pool abutting
on the street is entirely used for cattle,
and that if there is mueh drainage in
winter, it could be easily intercepted by
a drain which would protect the pool, if

pecessary. The street 1s really a short
blind street, 413 links long, running at

. right angles to Bartram Street in a

* northerly

. recreation ground.

direction to Beverley Pool
The second street mentioned in this Bill
is in Broome, where the municipal
council desire to obtain portion of Mary
Street for the purpose of extending their
Mary Street at this
point is of very little importance, and
the proposal will not in any way affect
the trafic. The owners of the ot oppo-
site the proposed closure have granted
permission on the understanding that
Mary Street is left one chain in width at
this point. That has been agreed to.
The strect at the present time is two
chains wide Thenextstreet is in Guild-
ford. It is proposed to close portions of
Johuson and James Streets. These por-

" tions have already been fenced in in the

% a measure usually brought down to- -

wards the close of the session, providing
for the closing of certain roads and
streets In vartous roads listricts and
wunicipalities thronghoot the Jdifferent
parts of the State. [t may be seen on
reference to the schiedule that the districts
affected number five, being Beverley,
Broome, Guildford, Teonora, and South-
ern Cross. The Bill provides that “all
rights-of-way on and over such portions

of roads and streets as are described in |
the schedule to this Act shall cease from '

the passing of this Act, and His Majesty
may deal with such portions as if the
same had never been portions of public
roads or streets, or subject to such
rights.”” It is necessary to get the consent
of the local authorities, and in each case
so far as these streets are concerned, cou-
sent has been obtained. The first street
dealt with is in Beverley. The municipal
council purchased lots 18 and 20, and
were granted lot 17.  They wish to
acquire Moore Street. The Governmeut
land agent at Beverley states that there
is no objection, provided it is done with
the concurrence of the Centiral Board of

Health. The latier body state that there |

railwuy reserve, and the municipal council
have no objection. The area is very
small indeed. The fourth street men-
tioned is in Leounora. Twenty-five links
of Loring Street were closed lasl year,
but on a survey it was found that the
width did not inelude, ag was originally
intended, the well which was used by
Mr. Bowden in connection with his
water right.  The council have approved
of 25 links being enclosed. leaving Loring
Street owe chain wide.  The last closure
is in Southern Cross. The department
when surveying lots in Areturus Street,
tailed to allow for a reserve alloted to the
Railway Department ; and as that depart.
ment was hot aware of the error, iImprove-
ments were made on Jand which now
transpires to be part of the streel. Owing
to some of the lots on the other side of the
street having been disposed of, compensa-
tion would be cliimed if the street wuas
deviated iu any other way,and the Railwa.y
Department has made a compromise by
accepting this strip of 33 feet to include
these improvements. The municipal
council of Southern Cross has approved
of this action. T bey to move that the
Bili be read a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill rend a second time.



3576 Jandakot- Armadale

BILL—JANDAKOT-ARMADALE RAIL-
WAY.
SECOND READING, ETC.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore)
in moving the second reading said: I am
referring to a matter which is not by any
means novel as far as the Legislative
Assembly is concerned. The question of
building a rallway from Fremantle to
connect with the South-Western Railway
has been the subject of great controversy.
The battle raged principally as to whether
the line should be built to Armadale or
Mundijong. A Bill to enable the con-
struction of a line from what is known as
Owen's Anchorage to Jandukot wus in-
troduced into the Legislative Assembly
in 1903 by the then Minister for Works,
Mr. Rason. In the course of the debate
he stated the oltimate objective of the
line wounld be either Armadale or Mundi-
jong, and in introducing the measure the
Minister stated that he considered it ad-
visable to construct the line only to
Jandakot owing to the fact that the Gov-
ernment were desirous of ascertaining
what development had taken place in the
way of timber traffic before deciding to
push the line right through. He desired
to point oul that whatever point the
junction ultimately would be, whether
Jandakot or Mundijong, the route us
far as Jandakot was common to both, so
that to build the line to Jandakot was a
step in the right direction. Accordingly
this line was built for nine wmiles, at a
cost of something like £31,000, or an
average of £3,400 per mile. It has been
recognised by everyone who has taken
any interest in the subject, that without
extending the line from Jandukol the
present line is practically a white ele-
phant, and it is absolutely necessary in
order to make it a payable proposition
that it should be connected with the
South-Western Railway system. I may
incidentally remark that in my opinion,
kuowing there was every possibility of
the line being extended, it was a very
bad policy mdeed to duplicate the line
between Armadale and East Perth, be-
cause it simply means that zt the present
time we have three sets of rails while two
were quite ample for the trafic we have
to tuke over that line. The question of
which route should be adopted hus been
reported on by the officers vf the depart-
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. reserves amnount to 2,052 acres,

ment, and I cannot do better than quote

Railway Bill,

the compurative details which have been
supplied in regard Lo this extension. In
following the two lines it will be found
the length of the line to Armadale is 10
miles 27 chaing, whilst the length to
Mundijong is 14 wmiles 39 chains 20 links,
the distance to Fremantle being 29 miles
as against 23 by the Mundijoug route.
The gauge, as will be seen from the state-
wment before members, is the comimon
one, three feet six inches, while the
ruling gradient is 1 in 80, the sharpest
curve being of 20 chains radins. There
are tn Dbe 581b. rails, as against 451b.
rails put down on all the other railway
proposals we have been discussing this
session. IE is essential that a railway
that eventually must carry a very heavy
traffic should be built on the standard
lines, with heavier railway material than
the lighter agricultural lines. The esti-
mated cost of the Armadale line is £22,60C
us against £33,900 for the Mundijong li ne,
while the interest and sinking fund on
the tormer proposition will be £1,15C
per annnm as against £1,695 per annum
for the Muondijong route. The wain.
tenanice on the shorter line will be £70(
a8 agamst £360 for the Mundijong ling
In regard to the grades it is found that
the steepesh grade is 1 in BO against the
load fromn Frenm.ntle, for a dista.nce of
60 chains, as against 1 in 80 against the
load of 98 chains on the Mundijong route
Within three miles of either side of the
line are some hundred resident occupiers
of freehold on the Armadale route as
compared with 81 on the Mundijong
route,. while of resident occupiers on
allotments not freehold there are 123
along the Armadale route as against 97
near the Muudijong voute. The total
acreage held on the Armadale route
1s 12,479 acres, as against 9,205 acres fo
the Mundijong route. The Crown land
conl-
prised in 11 reserves within the scope
of the Armadale line, as against 1,246
acres contained in  nine rescrves in
the vicizity of the Mundijong route.
Tt 1s estimated the shortest line will
serve 27,426 acres us against 41,476 acres
on the Mundijong line. The Engineer-in.
Chief, in referring to this question, states
that the Armadale line will start from
the scection so far completed to Forrest
Hill, & distance approximately of nine
miles from Premantle. This exten.
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sion will run in an easterly direction
froin Armadale, passing through various
small holdings comprising portion of the
Jandakot Areaand junction at the South-
Western line at Armadale, As I pointed
out, the length would be 10 miles 57
chains. To regard to carthworks, with
the exception of one or two banks and
cuttings at the commencement of the
proposed line, of & maximum depth of
eight feet and 18 feet respectively, the
carthworks will average two feet in
depth, and the bridges, culverts and
fences, eteetera, will be of a similar nature
%o those on the first section of the line;
that is to sav the bridges would be up to
the ordinary standard type; a faiv Lype of
sleeper-culverts ; post wire and dropper
fence; 58Ib. permavent way material;

sleepers (jarrah) 7ft. x 9in. x 431n.; boltom

ballast sand, and top ballast broken lime-
stone. Mr. Surveyor Babington, report-
ing on this line, states that the country
through which the proposed extension
woutlt pass is principally sundy country,
timbered with banksia, swawmp jarrah,
blackbmtt, and scrub, while there are
patches of very good black soil in many
of the swamps in the vicinity. Practi-
cally the whole of the Jandakot Area,
consisting of something like 37,000 acres,
has been taken up by settlers, and the
stutement whicli I have recently quoted
is the result of an investigation made by
Mr. Babington of the lands which would
be served by the proposed extension,
assuming a three-mile 1fmit on each side
of the line from the present terminus at
Forrest Hall, to within two wiles of the
proposed junction with the Sonth-Western
Railway.
route, T have pointed out that it is some
four miles louger, 14 wiiles in all, and
thut the estimated cost of construction is
£33,900. The country is practically the
same as that on the other route, with the
exception of the last four or five miles in
the neighbourhood of Mundijong, where
it alters considerably from sandy soil 10
soil of a more clayey nature. The only
means of ascertaining whut is likely to le
the probable traflic on the live is to take
the returns we bave at the present time
of the traflic from Fremantle to all parts
of the South-Western Railway sonth of
Armadale.  So far as traftic from the
settlers in the vicinity of the line is
concerned, these returns lead me to think

L7 Decexser, 19067

As to the proposed Muundijong

Ruiliray Bill, 3577
that it will be comparatively small and
unimportant, but considerable deveiop-
ment of traffic may take place in the
shape of supplies of firewood, road metal,
ironstone, gravel, bricks, and so forth
from Armadale, or possibly from lower
down the line. As regards the traffic
which I have mentioned as likely to be
diverted from the line running through
Perth, it is estimated that for the year
ended on 30th June, 1903, 36,000 tons of
goods and live stock have passed inwards
to Fremantle, and 10,600 tons oulwards.
Of the 36,000 tons of inward goods for
that year, Millurs’ Kurri and Jarrah Com-
pany is respousible for 15,646 tons of
timber. Now briefly to sum up com-
parison of the routes, I give the words of
the Engineer-in-Chief commenting on the
Jandakot-Mundijong line :—

By adoption of the Jandakot-Mundijong line,
there would be :—

(a.) A saving of six milesin freight distance
to Fremantle as against the Armadale proposal
(233 miles os against 203 miles).

(b.) An estimated saving to the public of
£2,000 per annuw in freight owing to (e).

(e.) A serving of a greater acreage of land
{41,476 as against 27,246), though about 50 per
cent. of this acreage is held in two large
hlocks.

Referring to the Jandakot-Armadale line,
Mr. Thompson states :(—

I would point out that by the adoption of
the Jandakot- Avmadale route— (a.) There
would be four miles saving in construction
work. (b.) There would consequently be a
saving of £11,300 in eapital cost, representing
& saving in interest and sinking fund at 5 per
cent. of £565 per annum. (c.) There would
be » saving in maintenance of four miles of
line, estimated at £260 per annum. (d.) A
greater number of small holdings on the
Jandakot arves would be served., (¢.) There

" wounld be an estimated gross revenue of £2,000

per annum in excess of that on the Mundijong
route (owing to six miles extra trafic haul to
Fremantle by this route, 293 miles approxi-
mately).

This calculation assumes mileage rates,
aud not zone rates.

(f.} Should an extension of the proposed line
from the South-Western Railway towards the
Great Southern or Collie-Narrogin Railways
be at any time undertaken, then from careful
investigation mwade by the Inspector of
Fnginecring Surveys, whose report is at-
tached (Appendix “E* and Plan P.W.D.W. A,
12048), it will be noted that the most favour-
able route is that which, sturting from
Armadale, follows the valley of the Wongong

. and joins the Collie-Narrogin Railway at
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Williams, making a total distance from Fre-
manfle of 104 miles.

In conclusion Mr. Thompson states:-—

From the foregoing faets, therefore, it
appears that the advantages are in favour of
the comstruction of the Jandakot-Armadale
extension, more particularly if the question of
departmental gain or loss is to decide the
route, as the saving in length to be con-
structed, capital cost, and maintenance, with
greater distance of haul for traffic purposes
makes this the more payable proposition. On
the other hand if the saving in freight and
traffic distance to the general public is to
govern the mituation, then of conrse the
Jandakot-Mundijong route should he adopted ;
but personally I ecannot rvecommend this
course.

Some seven months ago it was decided by
. Cabinet that a decision must be arrived
at in regard to this proposal, which there-
upon was submitted to the Commissioner
of Railways, the Hngineer-in-Chief, and
the Surveyvor General. Those gentlemnen
were supplied with the whole of the in.
formation and the files bearing on the
subject, and they reported as follows :—

The Government having decided that the
Jandaket Eailway shall be extended to june-
tion with the South-Western Railway, and as
in our opinmion a railway along either route
must be an unpayable one, we have come to
the eonclusion that ir order to save capital
cost, lessen intereat and upkeep, the Armadale
route should be adopted.

Having received this report, Cabinet de-
cided that it would be advisable to adopt
the shorter line.
tions were given for a permanent survey
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Consequently, instruc- .

to be undertaken without loss of time. 1 °

have only to say, in conclusion, that while
one cannot look to this line to bring in
any great increase of revenue because the
traffic over it, instead of going through
Perth as now, will proceed wmore directly
to Fremautle, yet looking abead to the
future when Fremantle must be the port
of export for all the fruit and other pro-
ducts of the South-Western districts, I
certainly think that, baving built the line
as far as Jundakot, it is absolately essen-
fial, unless we are prepared to accept it as
a white elephant, that this line should be
completed and the two systems connected.
Bearing that in mind, T have pleasure in
recommending this measure to the favour-
able consideration of the Honse.

Mz. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): I

desire briefly to say that I approve of
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the decision of the Grovernment to muke
the connection with the South.Western
Railway at Armadale. I recognise that
in some respects, especially in certain
particulars quoted by the Premier, the
preference might appear to lie with Mun-
dijong; but, recognising that the Arma-
dale route will serve a considerable
number of small settlers, while the other
route is bordered by lund which is
alienated and as to its greater portion not,
utilised, I think the claims of those who
hiave taken up Governwent land and are
atilising it to some advantage should
receive more consideration than the claims
of the other class. T am glad also to
hear the expression of opmion by the
Engineer-in-Chief regarding the possi-
bility of an extension, later, from Arma-
dale to country lying to the westward of
the Great Southern Railway, I have
long beld the opinton that that country
18 deserving of consideration, and that it
could best be served by a line running
from some point on the South-Western
Railway. 1 should certainly, however,
have hesitated to express an opinien in
that direction. Not possessing an inti-
mate knowledge of the district, I could
not, of course, have said with any
measure of anthority that it was better
to start from Armadale than from a
point somewhat farther down the Great
Southern Ruilwuy. I have pointed out
previously in the Houge that there is a
belt of country to the west of the Great
Southern Railway which in the matter
of spur lines was deserving of more con-
sideration, far more consideration than
some of the distriets favoured by the
proposals of the Goverment. I need
only appeal to the member for Beverley
(Mr. H. Smith}, who knows the district,
and T am sure he will confirm what I
have said. Lt appears to me much better
for the district, and atso much better for
the State generally, that this country
to the West of the Great Southern
Railway should have practically direct
connection with Perth and Fremautle,
than that the settlers should be com-
pelled by the construction of a spur line
to the Great Southern Railway to send
their goods right round, so to speak, in-
curring extra railway carriage, I under-
stand, to the extent of 60 miles. 'This
extra G0 miles is saved by the direct
route. 1 trust that in the futare, when



Jandakot-Armadule

the finances of the State will permit,
these people will be given the considera-
tion which they merit. I believe, there-
fore, that the construction of the line to
Armadale will justify itself. I consider
it essentiul to make the already existing
line to Jandakot a complete proposition,
and T hope we shall vet see the day wheo
ah extension of the line from Armadale
through the valley meationed in the
report of the Eogineer-in-Chief will be
required in order to provide facilities for
a Jarge number of settlers established on
a fine class of land to the westward of
the Great Southern Ruilway.

Mr. J. P. McLARTY (Murray): 1
am anxious to see the Jandakot Railway
junctioned with the Soulh-Western line,
because 1 fully recognise that unless
such junction takes place the Jandakot
Railway must be, in the Premier's words,
z white elephant for many vears to come.
At the same time, I regret that the Pre-
mier has seen fit to fix on Armadale as
the point of junction, becanse I am con-

o7 Decewnex, 1906 ]

, Minister for Railways, a

vinced this is pot in the best interests -

of the State, looking at the South-
Western district railways for all time,
Farther, T know that this junction is
opposed to the wishes of those who will
provide traffic for the line. I am in-
formed that I canwot move an awend-
ment ; otherwise T should move that
Armadale be struck out and Mundijong
inserted. The only course open to
me, I understand, is to oppose -ihe
second reading; and 1 suppose T must
take that course iz the interests of my
constituents. The business people of
Fremantle are naturally interested in the
line, and T may say that nine-tenths of
the business people of Fremantle are in
favour of a junction at Mundijong. [Mr.
Bovtox: Nothing of the sort.] I muke
that assertivn because I have letters to
tlat effect.

Mr. Bovron: Have you letters from
nine-tenths of the residents of Fre-
mantle ?

Me. McLARTY: The question was
fully discussed at a meeting of the Fre-
mantle Chawher of Commerce, and a
motion was passed by that body. The
members of the Chamber were practically
unanimous, the only dissentient voice on

the occasion being that of the late Br.

Diameond.
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year I introduced a deputation to the
Lirge, in-
fluential, and representative deputution,
comprising represeetatives of the mer-
cantile classes of Fremantle, members of
the Fremantle Harbour Trust and
Chamber of Commerce, Mr. Teesdale
Bmith and Mr. Alexander Munro as
representatives of the Timber Combine,
the chairmen of the Jarrahdale and
Serpentine Roads Boards, vepresentatives
of the Mundijong orchardists, and alse
representatives of the business people of
Mundijong. On that occasion our views
were laid fully before the Minister for
Railways, who seemzed much impressed
by them, and, without however com-
wmitting himself in any way, said he would
decide on the route which was in the
best interests of the State. The deputa-
tion left satisfied that the hon. gentleman
was altogether in favour of the junction
at Mundijong. Of course, such an im-
pression is nothing unusual: we know
that people who interview Ministers
generally  depart  satisfied. At this
deputation it was pointed out by Mr.
Teesdale Smith and others that there was
350,000 acres of timber country still un-
touched in the South-West, and estimating
that country at the low average of three
loads to the acre—and it is a low average
indeed —it followea that fully a inillion
loads of timber would be earried over
this line. Farther, it was pointed out
that if the line went round to Armadale,
to say nothing of the steeper grades—

Mr. Gurr: You know those grades,
ot course?

M=z McTARTY: Yes.

Mr. GuLL: Andsodo I

Mr. McLARTY: It would wean &
difference of six iniles, and taking the
rale at §d. it would be £26,250 extra
freight; but if the Marradong lioe is
carried out, as we hope it will be some
duy, probably half that timber will go to
Bunhury and that will still leave 525,000
tous of timber to go clsewhere, and still
placing the yield at the low average of
three loads to the acre it would mean an
additional freight of £13,125 they would
have to pay. That is more than sufficient
to construct the railway. At the last
election this question was maude very
prominent at Fremantle and T under-
stund the hon. member was in fuvour of

On the 2u0d Qctober last | Mundijeng.
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Mr. Borron: Noj that is not so.

Mr, McLABRTY: The wmember for
East Fremauntle was in favour of Mundi-
jong, and I understand that at the last
election the member for South Frenmantle
was also in favour of Mundijong. The
constituency T have the honour to repre-
sent is the one adjoining South Fremantle.
I had opposition in u candidate at
the last election, and the ounly difference
of opinion between us was that I favoured
Mundijong and he favoured Armadale.
At a meeting at Mundijong at which the
Minister for Lands, our present Premier,
was present, I stated distinctly that I
faroured Mundijong. On polhing day,
which was shortly afterwards, 98 votes
were recorded at Jandakot and I received
64, whilst the Armadale candidate only
received 34. T think that showed pretty
well their views on that occasion. I may
say farther that the Fremantle, East
Fremantle, Scuth Fremantle, and the
Williams electorates favoured Mundi-

jong. This question has heen before
the country for many years. I
can go back as far as the time

of Sir John Forrest. Two yearsago I

went out with Sir Jobn to the Jandakot |
show, in o motor car, and on the way I

asked him, without disclosing my own
opinion, which ronte he fuvoured, Arma-
dale or Mundijong, as the point of junc-
tion, and he scouted the idea of making
it Armadale.

Mr. AngwIN:
talking to.

Me. McLARTY: Mr. Walter Jawmes
was strong on the subject. He went and
looked at the country, and a special graut
of £1,000 a year was allowed for a main
road from Jandakot to Arwadale. You
may be sore that Mr. James would not
wake a road parallel to & railway he was
going to build. The present member for
Guildford told » deputation that if
they got a railway through Arvmadale he
would see that they would not get £1,000
a year for the road. Be said he conld
understand feeders being made to a rail-
way, but he could not understand a road
runping parullel to it.

Mr. JoHwson: The present Govern-
ment reverse that.

Mer. McLARTY : I have always heard
that you cannot eat vour cake and have
it too. 1tseemsthat Armadale has had a
big slice of cake in the form of special

He knew whom he was
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| grants for u road, and they wanta railway.
One fact which I may mention and which
has been kept in the background by sup.
porters of Armadale is that when Mr.
Janmies broughtia a Bill for the Jandakot-
Armadale Railway he inserted a clanse
that the Government should have power
to resume the land for four miles on each
side of the railway ut its then unimproved
valoe. Whether the Jand increases in
value by having a railway or anything
else the Government Luve the right to
reswpe the lapd ut its then unim.
proved value. When BMr. Daglish was
in office it was not wuch talked about;

they were obly tulking about the
first section. I understood from IMr.
Daglish in a conversation with e

that be would favour Armadale, but he
snid he had formed no decided opinien
on the subject. I think [ am correct in
saying that Mr. Rason wuos entirely in
favour of Mundijong. There have been
resolutions passed by the Jarrahdale roads
board, the Smpeutme roads board,
the Murray roads Dbowrd, and the
Rockingham roads board in favour of
Mundijong. Armadal: has nothing to
complain of; it is a highly favoured
locality. There isa duplicate line already
from Armadale to Perth. They happen
to be in the metropolitan-suburban arvea.
There is nothing to come from Armadale.
Ouve train would bring all the produce of
the place, if we were poing to send it to
Fremantle, but I suppose the markets
are all the other way ; whereas at Mandi-
jong there is all the timber. In October
lagt T saw 106 trucks. There wus a con-
gestion of traffic at Mundijong, and if
you bad two railways at Armadale they
would not relieve the congestion  at
Mundijong.

Mne. GuLrn: Why?

Mg, McLARTY : If the congestion is
at Mundijong a raillway at Armadale
would not relieve it. Of course there ure
a few morve miles to construct, but
Mundijorg provides easier grades for all
the heavier traflic, saves 17 miles on all
trade to and from the south as against
11 miles by Armadale, and aveids the
heavy grades on the Perth to Mundijong
route, thus creating more economical
railway traffic. Mundijong possesses a
townsite partially  unsold, with other
Government lands surrounding it, whilst
Armadule and all the land sarrounding
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it has been private property from the
early days of the State. As to the
character of the country, the better land
is on the Mundijong route.

Mg, Arxgwry: Why have they mot
used it ?

Mr. McLARTY: If the Government
wish to resume it they can do so on its
unimproved value. Armadale seems to
be very unfortunate in itsarguments. As

{7 Decespeg, 19061

to materials for roads and ‘streets, I think -

some menrbers have been to Mundijong
and seen the roads, and surely there are

as good roads as you can possibly see. -

Again, refereuce is made to the orchard
land at Armadale, but the orchards in
that locality are not to be compared with
Mundijong, as will be admitted by any-
one who has been to Mundijong and has
seen the orchards of Mr. Ahsolon, Messrs.
Watking and Norrie, Mr. Atkins
Whitby, and Mr. Cowan. Mr. Cowan
went recently to Harvey and won all the
prizes there, he did so at Pinjarrah,
and then went to Armadale and swept
the board.
timber to Rockingham, at prescnt the
harbour trust only allow ships of light
draft to come to Rockingham, and it is
a very rare thing to see a vessel in the
Rockingham harbour. Arpy shipping
done is done by lighter. 1f this line be
completed it will take the whole of the
timber trade, which will not go to Rock-
ingham at all. The Timber Combine
prefer Mundijong.

In regard to the carrying of -
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nuflin.’  The Minister for Works was in
favour of Armadale as the line would go
to Midland JJunction, and we should have
a round route, and then we are told there
is to be a railway from Armadale to
Williams, but only a man in an asylam
would talk about a live from Armadale
to Williams. It is exceedingly rough
country and you go no distance before
you drop .nto the Jarrahdale concession
which is already cat out.  (Interjection.)
I believe the engineers have reported in
faveur of Armadale, and of course they
know the present portion of the line is a
white elephant, and they want a con-
tinuation as quickly as possible. T say
nothing about the Engineer-in-Chief. I
have no doubt he rveports what he con-
siders is right. The Surveyor General
probably did not care either way. The
third was the Commissioner of Railways.
In private conversations and at public
mectings T bave heard him frequently
speak wost empbatically in favour of
dundijong. TIn reporting this year Mr.
George writes as follows :—

The guestion of route was referred by the
Government to a committee, consisting of the
Engincer-in-Chicf, the Surveyor General, and
myself for report. The committee reported,

¢ on the 10th August, 1906, that the line having
i apparently becn decided upon, the best route

would be the one involving the least capital

- gost and interest, and therefore on that ac-

When I say Mundi- -

jong I do not mean that we should go

wto the town of Mundijong. If we go
farther south it will be better. DMun-

dijoog is a junction and there is a

considerable amount of traffic, whereas

there is scareely any at Armadale. I .

certainly must complimeut the advocates
of the Armadale railway on the evergy
and persistence they have shown in this
matter. If vou go into the Lobby of
the House M.I’.s buttenhole you; if vou
go into the Corridor you bump against the
chairman of the Fremantle Railway
League, or the chairmas of the Kelmscott
Board, and if sou go to the pigeonholes
you get letters in favour of Armadale,
but not strong enough to convert me.

Mz. Bate: You must be a heathen on
the question.

Mr. McLARTY: As far as Mundi-
joug is concerned it has been well to be
like Brer Rabbit, to “lic low and say

" That is Mr. George in 1005.

count the Armadale route should he adopted.
That is Mr. George in 1906 ; but in his
1905 report he gives the following
opinion :—

From Owen’s Anchorage towards Jandakot,
approximately six iles, this line, I under-
stand, is designed to eventually conneet with
the South-Western Railway, and thus provide
an alternative route from that district to Fre-
mantle. The junction should be at Mundi-
jong.

We are
frequently told hy the Armadale people
that the late Mr. C. Y. O’Counnor reported
in favour of Armadale as the pomt of
jupction.  Well, 1 have the highest

- respect for anvthing Mr. O’Connor may

have said ; but I have been al consider-
able trouble to find out what he actually
did say about Armadale ; and I know he
was a man who, when he once furmed an
opinion, voiced it with no uucertain sound.
All he is reported to have said is this:
The Engineer-in-Chief expresses his opinion
that so far as his information goes the Arma-

. dale route is the best.
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“8o far as his information goes.” He
makes no positive assertion at all.  Awvd
after all, engineers are not infallible.
SBome years ago we imported Sir John
Coode, an eminent English engineer, lo
advise as to the Fremantle harbour, and he
recommended a harbour out in the bay;
nevertheless we have constructed a com-
modious barbour in the river, which he
condemned. Again, some of the most
eminent English engineers condemned
the cutting of the Suex Canal; it was on
the advice of French engineers that the
canal was cut, and the work has been a
great success. So even if the late
Engineer-in-Chief gave his opinion in
favour of Armadale, I am not inclined to
be guided by that opinion. T want to
know why, when every past Premier of
the State has favoured Mundijong, when
it is favoured by the Fremantle Chamber
of Commerce and the whole of the people
in the Murray district and others down
SBouth, the Government are prepared to
set at naught all those people interested,
and to treat with contempt the Timber
Combine, who will find all the traffic for
the line. If so, it is their funeral, and
on the heads of the Government be
it. Some time ago a depufation was
introduced to the Premier by the member
for North Fremantle (Mr. Bolton) ; but
the deputationists were neutral in their
views, were careful to say they were
anxious the Jandakot line should be
extended, bLut did not ask for any
particular point of junction,

Mr. Borron: The most influential

deputation that ever waited on the
Premier.
Mz, McLARTY: There are wheels

-within wheels. A gentleman who held
a high position in the Public Works
Department, took up his residence at
Armadale, and since then has leen a
consistent advocate of Armadale as the
point of junction. He is still a high Gov-
ernment official, though not in the Works
Departient; and he still lives at Arma-
dale. I recognise the truil of that official
over the whole business. With the mem-
ber for North Fremantle and the member
for Guildford (Mr. Johnson) when the
latter was Minister for Works or acting
Premier, I went to Armadale, and a few
minutes after we arrived at Armadale
the Minister was made a hero of. T have
ne pecuniary interest in either route,
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and where the line goes does not make a
difference of a peony to me. There is
nothing selfish in my advocacy of Mundi-
jong. The great Napoleon said, Al
mankind are actuated by two motives:
fear and interest.” Waell, we respect men,
and communitics for that matter, who
look after their own interest; but where
one descends to selfishness, that is not
quite so estimable. As Bobby Burns
Sa¥si—
But och, mankind arve uneco’ weak
And little to be trusted.
If self the wavering balance shake,
It's rarely right adjnsted.

The point lies in & nutshell. Are we to
give the railway to Armadale, when
we can stand on the back verandah
of Parliament, House and count all the
houses in the township? Is the whole
trade of the South-West to go viea Arma.
dale, at an acute angle with Fremantle 7
If we give the railway to Mundijong, we
are only doing justice to Fremantle and
benefiting the whole of the South-West.
If we give it to Armadale, we are doing a
wrong, fur no earthly reasen that I can
see but to save a few pounds in con-
struction. T hope members will put on
one side that consideration. T have no
alternatives but to object to the second
reading or to ask for a select comniittee.
1t is too late in the session for the latter.
This Armadale Railway project has been
flitting up and down the Notice Paper
like o will-o’-the-wisp. For weeks [
should never have come uear the House
had it not been for this project. I
do not mean to say the Government
have nobbled my supporters, such as the
member for Williams (Mr. Cowcher), the
member for Roebourne (Dr. Hicks), and
many others. It is useless to mention
their names. They would have supported
my amendment, but they are now absent.
Government supporters are constantly
taunted by the Opposition with carrying
out a policy contrary to that advocated
during their election campaign. Well,
without admitting that, I must say I am
considerably tangled up in politics, and
that anyone would be justified in saying
of me, “ He don’t know where he are™
I am certain that T was returned tc
support a Premier who favoured Mun-
dijong and oot Armadale. For some
time past y bealth has been indif.
ferent; and I refer to this fact only tr
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express my regret that oo this occasion 1
am ot able to put the <laims of my con-
stituents more vigorously before the
House, and to support the Mundijong
route us it deserves to be supported. |
hope the common gense of the House will
prevail.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hou.
J. Price}: Tam sure we all congratu-
late the last speaker on the manful style
ir which he has fought the battle for
Mundijong; but I trust when I have
finished he will recognise that in this
matier, at all events, the Government
have not pulled the strings in favour of |
either route. T have felt considerable
sympathy Eor the proposition made within |
the lust day or two by the Leader of -
the Opposition, that in all cases it is
(]esira.bfe railway routes should be setitled
by some board of inquiry. Where there
is a strong local difference of opinion as
to which route should be followed, then
I cerlainly think it is desirable to
submit the question to uw board. As
a matter of fact, the hon. member
is mistaken 1n thinking that I was
returned for Fremantle as a supporter
of the Mundijong route. I recognised
it was greatly in the interests of the
town of Fremantle and of the port
generally that some connection should be
made between Jandakot and the South-
Western Railway. For months and
even years a determined battle had been
raging between the supporters of ove or
other point of junction, and it was appar-
ent that neither argument nor persuasion
would bring those people on to common
ground. To my mind the only means of
settling the question was by saving
“Twave your differences to an absolutely
impartial tribunal. Tet it decidc which
is the better point of junction.” This
has heen the sftate of mind of the Fre-
mantle people for the last twelve months.
I know that men who have been deter-
mined advocates of one or other route
have sunk their differences and have
said, “ If the Government will approach
this matter fairlv and impa.rtialh, will
appoint a board above suspicion to con-
sider the question, we shall be satisfied
with the board’s decision, whatever route
may be selected.” This was done. I
recognise that much may be said in
favour of eithber route. As a matter of |
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fact, most of my politival friends in Fre-
muntle belivve that Mundijong is the
better point of junction. But they, or
the bulk of them, agreed to the proposi-
tion I put forward that the matter should
be left to a perfectly impartial tribunal.

Mr. H. Browx: You aceept such
decisions only when they suit you.

Tve MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
is possible the hon. member may be
measuring my corn by his bushel.

Mer. H. Brown: What about the
Katanning railway? As to that you
would not take the advice of experts.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
do pnot know to what the bon, member
is referring. 1 am speaking of what
bappened since I became a member of
the Govermment. It must be obvious to
everyone thul this connection is abso-
lutely needed. The merchants of Fre-
mantle suffer great disabilities by having
to send the whole of their consigments to
the South-Western line through Perth.
One of the advantages of having Govern-
ment railways is now apparent. In the
old counlry big ceutres of population are
served by round-about routes in order to
increase the profits of private railway
¢ompanies. But having Government
railways we are able not only to look at
railway problems fromm a pounds, shil-
lings and pence point of view, as far as
routes are concerned, but we can take a
wider view, and look at the increased con-
venience which _can sometimes be secured
to the public by a slight sacrifice of
revenue in the construction of a railway.
Tt has been pointed out by the Premier
that 40,000 to 50,000 tons of goods go
yearly one way or other hetween Freinantle
and the South-Western Railway, and
that these goods will be saved a distance
of 15 or 16 miles in transit. The con-
venience of the public has been studied,
and [ am glad the Government have
decided to continue the line to the Sounth-
Western Railway. I regret that the
member for Murray thiuks that in any
way the committee which was appointed,
like good buys as he put it, did as they
were told.  The instructions to that com-
niittee went through my hands. and I
give the hon. member my word of honour
that so far as the Government were con-
cerned there was not the slightest
pressure brought to bewr on the com.
mittee to decide one way or the other.

L]
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The wember for Murray, like the member ! that is wmot prohibitive by any means.

The Gov-

for Swin, has had a fair deal.

I This matter has been in abevance so long,

etnment subwmitted this question to a ; and after the question of the routes was

committes of experts, who decided in
favour of the Armadale voute. The
district which T represent will be saved a
long distance hetween the South-Western
Railway and the port. Something ike a

day will be saved in transit to Fremantle !

as against taking the goods round by way
of Perth. T trustthe House will pass the
Bill.

Mr. A. C. GULL (Swan): No doubt

. members will give me credit for being
disinterested in my advocacy, as they gave

the mewmber for Murray for his a.dvucac,y

of the junction of the line at Mundi-

jong. T recognise this as being one of

those battle-of-route (uestions which has

hnng op the issue for threeor four years.

T think that the facts as given by the

Premier on the second reading seemed

apart entirely from the view taken by -

the wmember for the district. With
regard to the Armadale route having
an advantage over the other route,
there will be a suving in the cost
of construction, a saving in the upkeep,
and generally speaking it is a cheaper
proposition, which is to convert a wmwani-
festly bad bargain into the best possible

bargain that cun be made in the circum-

stances, Every wember of the House
has realised that a mistake was made in
the first instauce either in the duplication
of the line to Armadale or having built
the railway at all When the I‘.I.l|Wd.)
wus built 10 a point six miles in the bush,
and allowed to remain there year after
year, uever earning, I understand, more
than £20 in one wonth

Mr. Borrox: How long has the line
been built?  Ouoly one year,

Mr. GULL: 1t was in contemplation
for vears—-naturally the line wust be
continued to make anything out of it.
Every member seems to “he augreed on that.
As to the question of grades there is
practically no difference whatever. The
big grade always objecied to between
Armadale and Mundijeog 1 have
travelled over, and I find it was 1 in
80 or 1 in 90. That is the grade to
which so much objection is taken,
and it is unquestionably a grade thau
exists on scores of sections of our rail-
ways thronghout the country—a grade

RY

taken up by the Government and decided
to handed over to an absolutely im-
partial tribunal, as far as my counstituents
and the constituents of the member for
Murray are concerned it seems that we
should be satisfied. Had this deecision
gone against Armadale we should have
done what we expect the other side to do,
bow to the decision of the board.

Mr. McLarty: No; protest.

Mr. GULL: Apart frum anything else
I realise it would be absolutely waste of
time either for me or the member for
Murray to protest in the circumstances.
[ would like Lo see the decision accepted
inasportsmanlike way. Fight all you
ean to get your point while you are fight-
ing, but as soon as the decision is given
against you accept the inevitable and bow
to the decision of the tribunal. Accept
it in a sportsmanlike manner.

Me. A. J. WiLsoxw: Tt is all very well
for the man who sunceds to talk like
i that.

i Meg. GULL: It is a question that has
to be looked at in that light and in no
other. According to the evidence of the
Engineer-in-Chiet there is no doubt he
 would not arrive at a decision unless he
was satisfied with the information. And
' the Engincer-in-Chief said according to
the ovidence be had before him un-
doubtedly Armadale was the hetter junc-
tion.
Mr. McLarry: Asfarus he knew,
Mg, GULL: [ maintain that the man
who gave that opinion would not have
given it noless he was satisfied with the
information he had before him. I do
not want to labour the question. I am
glad that finality hasbeen reached if only
to save ourselves a needless amount of
interviewing, the introduction of depu-
tations, and the placing of the best light
one ¢ould on the case. I am glad that
the question has passed now out of the
range of disturbance, aud that the railway
will be butt ut onee.

Mr. A. E. DAVIES (South Fre-
mantle) : I rise to support this measure.
« In doing so I congratulate the Govern-
ment on their determination te com-
plete the construction of the present
Jandakot line so that it will june-
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tion with the South-Western line. To
my mind the railway connection of Fre.
mantle with the South-Western hae is
mgre than amply  justified by  the
heavy trafic in the South-Western
district to the chief port of export.
whole of the traffic at the present time
has to go in an indirect way or a round-
about way, from Perth to Fremantle. I
regret the Govcrnment have not seen their
way to carry the construction of the line
in the direction of Mundijong instead of
to Armadale. On the other hand toa
certain
question of rontes Armadale persns dun-
dijong has been thoroughly threshed out,

not only by members of the House, but |
by the Press and (he State, and the |

settlers who are interested in a continua-
tion to the present Jandakot Railway. In
my opinion arguments have been put for-
ward at different times during the past
three or four years in support of the con.
stroction of the railway to connect Fre-
mantle with the South-Western line.
These arguments were decidedly in favour
of the Mundijong route. However the
Government, with the advice of the en-
rineers, and no doubt with & desire to do
that which is best in the interests of the
people of the State, both from a financial
wnd engineering point of view, have de-
cided to construct a line in the direction
»f Armudale, being convinced as I am
that if the present Jandakot line is
ulowed to remain at the present ter-
minus at Jandakot Hall, it will be an
ayesore to evervone in the State, and will
he a financial loss to the people of the
State, The interest on the capital in-
vested, and the annual upkeep, will be
rreat if it is a pon-paying line. Tam
rositive the earnings of the present line
1ave not been sofficient to pay the.cost
of the wages of the few men employed
uong that line. I am also sure that
mless the line is extended so that it will
junction with the South-Western line
it will never have a possibility of
saying as an agricultural line ora timber
ine. I shall reluctantly support the
econd reading of the Bill for the con-
itruction of the railway to Armadale.

Mgr.
nantle) : T should not have risen to have
dded my weight to the Armadale route

"7 Decenner, 1906.7

The -

extent T am satisfied that the

H. E. BOLTON (North Fre-

ntly it would be unfair if T did ovot take .
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this opportunity of congratulating the
Government hecause T so seldom get an
opportunity of congratulatirg the Gov-
ernment ou anything. 1 want there-
fore to show my fairness when I do get a
chance of congratulating or compliment-
ing them on anything to show them that I
am not afraid to do so. I think the Gor-
erument have taken the right step and
adopted the right route. The only
watter I wish to refer to is the deputa-
tion that the wmemhber for Murray
mentioned as waiting on the Premier.
It was the last deputation that waited
on the Government in regard to this
railway. That dcputation was repre-
sentative of all the bodies that the mem-
ber for Murray mentioned. There were
representatives of the Chamber of Com-
merce, the Citizens’ League, and all the
other bodies in Fremantle, and it was
recommended by the whole of the mem-
bers of another place representing the
West Provinge. 1 understand at that
deputation it was put very plainly before
the Premier. The deputation certainly
did urge not one route as against an-
other, but that the Government this
session if possible should introduce a
Bill to connect the Jandakot Railway
with the South-Western gystem. When
the deputation had laid their views before
the Premier be gave as his answer that
now that the battle of routes had been
decided—he did not say, although per-
haps he might have done, that the
Armadale peoplé bad won—now that the
battle of routes had been decided, the
Government this session would introduce
a Bill to provide for the junctioning of the
line with the South-Western Railway.
I therefore compliment the Government
on their action. Not that I doubted the
hon. gentleman’s word, but as the session
was drawing to a close I began to feel
anxions. I candidly admit that I have
leen a strong advocate for some vears of
the Armadale ronte. I am still con-
sistent in that, and, if it were possible,
I am even still more disinterested than
the members for Murray (Mr. McLarty)
and Swan (Mr. Gull) since this railway
will not affect wy district an iota. It
muatters nothing to my district whether
the junction takes place at Mundijong or
Armadale. T have, however, been an
advocate of the Armadale route, and I
believe the Government have taken the



3586 Jundalol-Armadule

right stand in deciding to link up this
railway at that point. The member for
Murray said that he had seen a conges-
tion of traflic at Mundijong, and there-
fore claimed that it would have been well
to link up the systewm at Mundijong
rather than at Armadale. But any such
congestion as that awt Mundijong, des-
cribed by the hon. member, can be deals
with very effectivelv even if this railway
connects ant Armadale. From Armadale
to Mundijong is 94 wiles on the present
“main  South-Western line, and from
Armadale onward, without the duplica-
tion, the traffic can be bhandled easily,
and to relieve any congestion at Muudi-
jong it would only be necessary to run
over that single lime from Armadale to
Mundijong. This journey takes trains
only 30 minutes, even at slow-goods run-
ning. Therefore, from that aspect, the
Mundijong people can have no cause for
complaint, I onderstand, however, and
most members of this House understand,
the position of the hon. member for
Murray. As .the hon. member put it
fairly and squarely, bhe was elected to
advocate the Mundijong route. Although
the question did not affect my election or
my electorate, 1 have advocated the
Armadale route in public and on the
bhustings. I amn satisfied that the hon.
wmember, who in his concluding re-
marks regretted that he had not put
his case as forcibly as he should
have liked to do, put forward the best
possible case ; and I, at least, compliment
the hon. member on the way he laid his
arguments before the House. I say it is
a matter for regret to this House that the
hon. member does not take part in debates
more frequently, and does not put his
views before the House oftener. We
know that he is under certain disabilitics,
but T am sure that if every member who
speaks in this Chamber were listened to
as attentively as the member for Murray
there would be general satisfaction. It
18 & distinct loss to the Chawmber that the
lion. member does not speak oftener, and
on more subjects. The argument he has
put forward must be entirely satisfactory
to his electors; but le, like hon. members
generally, must recognise that the battle
of the routes is now decided. T hope,
therefore, that hon. members will combine
to;pass the Bill without delay, and that
the Government will make commencement

[ASSEMBLY.)
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of the work omne of their very firs
thoughts ; because this subject has leer
talled of for such a long time. If amy
other argument were needed to hurry ot
the construction, then the argument whicl
has been advanced by everv spealker up t
the present, although I do not agree witl
it, should bring the matter to a heuc
immediately. The argument is that uj
to the present the Jandakot Railway ha
been a white elephant; and, survely, i
there is justification for wmaking th
elephant another colour, then it should b
done as quickly us possible by linking
this line with the South-Western Railway
There is justification for the Governmen
to make this work one of their earlies
undevtakings. I trust the Governmen
will take action, and, if they see their wa
clear, they may commence from eithe
Jandakot or the other end. It is not
lengthy work and the Government wil
probably be well satisfied with the traffi
over the line, and will recognise that it i
a payable proposition. Ihave the greates
pleasure in supporting the second reading

Me. A, J. WILSON (Forrest): I d
not wish to delay the discussion om thi
matter, but as regards the reports of th
enginecers in this counection I wish t
point out that it iz quite natural thei
recommendation should go in faveour o
Armadale, for the principal object to b
catered for here is not se much the need
of the people in the immediate environ
ment of Armadale, nor those of th
people who ate settled along the imme
diate route of line between Armadale an
Forrest Hall; nor is it mainly, on th
other hand, the requirements of peopl
resident ut Mundijung nor yet those o
the people who are even now located i
the district or who may in the future I
located in the opening up of territor
following the construction of a railway
The people who are mainly entitled t
consideration, I say, are those engaged i
the great producing industries of th
Bouth-Western district, right away a
far south as there are producers. Thos
are the people whose interests ought (
be served in this particular vonnectior
I can guite understand that, al all event:
the gentlemen responsibls for submittin
the report and for giving advice to th
Goveroment in regard to this Bill from

{ finaucial aspect of the case would natin



Jandakot-Armadale

ally express a preference for Armadale
over Mundijonyg. But the question
arises, whether or not this would be
adverse to the main interests of the hulk
of the people who have a right to be
catered for in this connection. As the
bulk of the traffic likely to be carried over
this railway will come from points a long
way south of either Armadale or Mundi-
jong, it necessarily follows that whelher
the junction be Mundijong or Armadale
or Kelmsecott or Cannington, all the
tusber and tonuage that come over the
hne from points south of Mundijong
will necessarily have to travel over that
railway and pay extra freight. Conge.
queotly, the position of the Government,
or rather the position of the Commissioner

.7 Dreemner, 1906.]

3

of Railwitys himself must be that bigger

revenue is derived from the longerdistance
than from the shorter distance. That, of
course, is plain.  One bears in mind that
a slight difference in the imitial cost of
construction would be involved if the
line were built to Mundijong insiead of
to the terminus propesed in the Bill now
before the House; but I ask what will
be the position if the great producing in-
terests of the South-Western districts are
to be laid on one side merely because of
the interest called for by the additional
rapital cost involved in the additional
four miles to this proposed railway ¢ We
ire about to deny to the great producing
nterests of the South-Western district
‘he right, which iz their due, to save a
penzy, or twopence, or even threepence
oser ton, a8 the case muy be, on the whole
of the tonnage te the port of Fremantle;
nerely because those interests would in
wny case have to pay the increased cost,
nerely to enable the Commissioner of
Railways to reduce his interest hill by
‘he charge on a paltry £4,000. That is
dearly the position. We are about to
acrifice the interests of the whole of the
Jouth-Western producers merely hecause
he Commissioner of Railways refuses to
igree to an extension of the line by
mother fonr miles, on the ground that
his would raise ihe capital cost by
£4,000.
weept that increased expenditure, and on

The Commissioner refuses to -

hat account proposes to sacrifice the .

vhole of the people of the South-Western
listrict.
sjorne in mind is that at the very farthest
here is no settler between the two points

Anovther circumstance to be .
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of Armadale and Forrest Hall who will
be more than five miles removed from
railway communication. We have heen
told that very fair, and even generous,
provision bas been made in that parti-
cular connection, but that, on the other
hand, we have an area of covntry which
will be tapped and opened up between
two points, Mundijong and Forrest Hall.
That route will make available a very
large area of country, which could he
resumed or repurchased under Clavse 5
of the Bill at a very low price.

Mz. Avawin: Very low indeed.

Mz. A. J. WILSON : With the open-
ing up of that tract of country by direct
communication between Mundijong and
Forrest Hall that land will be made
available ; and, although its quality may
not be as good as that of some of the
finer reaches back in the Darling Ranges
and east of the Darling Ranges, yet we
have to bear in mind the fact that the
land is very close to the metropolis of
the State and that the teadency nowa.
days is for concentration, intense culture,
and that with the application of phos-
phates and artificial wanures adapted to
that particular class of soil, undoubt-
edly with ifs admirable rainfall that
country, barren as it may be at the
present time, could be converted into one
of he finest, praducing fields in the whole
of the State of Western Australia. The
great advantage would lie in the circum-
stance that the people would be so close
to the natural markets as to be able to
eke out an existence on a wmuch lower
grade of production than is possible in
places farther removed from centres of
population. Having regard to that cir-
cumstance, having regard to the interests
of the great producing population of the
South-Western District, having regard
to yet another very important circum.
stance, that sooner or later we shall have
to provide a direct line of communication
as short as possible between Fremantle
und the great wheat districts along the
Great Southern Railway, we have to pro-
vide for that in view of the prohability
of our vvertaking at an early period the
local demand for feodstuffs. We must
set Dbefore ourselves the possibility of
having to establish a cousiderable export
trade with the markets of the world.
The object must be to place the producers
in the Great Southern District and those
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on the east of the Darlivg Range on the -

closest and shortest line of communica-
tion with the port of Fremantle. Now,
what takes place?
produce, wheat and other agricultural
produce, has to come around 1o Spencer’s
Brook and down over the Darling

[ASSEMBLY.]

We find that all the

Ravnge ; and the result is that all the -
tonnage say from York to Beverley hasto -

traverse an increased distance amounting
to something between 90 and 10¢ miles;

and the farther result, naturally, is that

in any export trade which may arise in
the future of Western Australia, all
those producers will be taxed to that
increased extent of railage, which may
mean their abselute annihilation, because
of the small margin of profit available in
the markets of the world in competition
with other parts of the world. Keeping
that object in wind, one has only to casl
one’s eye on the map of the South-
‘Woestern portion of the State to recognise
that the junction at Armadale 1s1in no
senge direct communication,

1\191%. ANegwin: What do the engineers
sy !

Mz, A, J. WILSON: I do not know
what the engineers say. Whilst 1 am
prepared to vield all due deference to
expressions of opinion by engineers on
engineering topics, I do not give place to
any engineer on a question of vision, a
question of simple sight. I think any-
body who sees must recognise that as the
crow flies Armadale is in not in the
direct line of communication for the
public on whose bebalf I am speaking at
the present moment. Moreover, another
gircumstance has to be borne in mind.
The fact that Mundijong is more directly
in ling with the possible development
and opening uwp of the Great Southern
country is ancther circumstance calling for
consideration. ‘There is a large tinber
concession of 250,000 acres, the greater
portion of which bhas already been
denuded of marketable timber, and there
can be no question about the possibilities
of opening up an important fruit-growing
industry along the Darling Range. The
establishment of such an mdustry would,

of course, involve sooner or later resump- |

tion of the arca of country held hy
Millars before the expiration of Lheir
tenancy, or else the country would, in
the ordinary course of events, fall in

at the expiration of the lease, reverting to

. ately our concern.

Railiray Bill.

the Crown iu the ordinary way. But th
will involve a delay of 18 or 20 yewm
Whether it is a practicable proposition ;
present to consider the possibility of by
g out Millars is » matter not immed
We have howerver,
look beyond the immediate surroundit
necessities to the possibility of the futu
If we look at it from thab standpoir
what is the position? We have alread
starting from Mundijong, a line of rai
way bwmlt for 25 mles which has ove
come the engineering difficulty
pegotinting the Darling Ranges, whi
has not bLeen done at Armadcale. Th
line could be secured and purchased
18 years time at a wuch lowet rate th:
at present. We have it available
practically little or no cost, whereas
the other hand we have a very expensi
enginecering feat 1o undertake in negotis
ing the opening up from Armadale of t!
back couutry behind the Darling Rang:
When one looks at it from that aspect
the case, the poussibilities of the futw
let alone the immediate pecessities
the great producing districts in t
South-West and the Great Southe
districts, one canunot conceive a propos
by which, for the sake of economisii
to u small degree on the capital cost
an extension to Armadale, it is intend
to sacrifice the future interests of t
producers in the South-Western distric
——merely for the sake of the interest .
£4,000.

Tae Premier: It would be £11,0(

Mr. A, J. WILSON: T am adris
that the inerease in the distance betwe
the two termini is four miles. It
difficult to lbelieve that the extensi
from Forrest Hall to Mundijong wou
cost £11,000 more than building the li
to Armadale.

ToE PrEMIER : Tt costs almost £3,0
a mile. They are 601b. rails, and it i
heavier line altogether than the others.

Mr. A J. WILSON: T believe th
lings have been constructed in muo
more difficult country at a much low
cosf.

Tre Premier: But this has steep
grades.

Mz. A. J WILSON: Even if t
Premier’s statement, is correct, are we
perpetually increase the burden on o
people in the whole of the South.-We
and Great Southern districts merely b
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cause it involves a little extra cost? If
we sel off the bigh cost of negotiating
the Darling Range hehind Armadale to
open up the buck country, I think the
difference is infinitesimal; and when we
weigh them in the balance the interests
of Armadale will be found wanting as

compared with the interests of the pro- |

ducers in Great Southern dis-

tricts.

ouar

Mr. W. C. ANGWIN (East Fre.
mantle) : I must congratulate the Gov-
ernment on the action they have taken
in regard to this railway. I certainly
think that referring such propositions-as
these to an independent board of inquiry
is the best way of deciding any difficulty
that way wveeur in regard to different
routes. 1 must also congratulate the
member for Murray for the manner in
which he has put forward the present re-
quirements of the district he represents,
and I must congratulate the member for
Fovrest tor the way he has put forward
future requirements. [t appears from
the member for Forrest that by the con-
struction of this railway to Armadale the
whole future prospects of a large area of
country towards the Williams are to be
damaged, because they would have an
extra four miles of railway which they
would not have if the line was constructed
to Mundijong. If this four miles of
extra railage will damage the prospects
of that country for wheat growing, in my
opinion the district is not going to {:ro-
duce a quantity of wheat for which it
would pay us to put down a line. The
engineers have said distinetly that by
making the junciion to  Armadale,
the best route could be taken towards
the Williams. No doubt the engineers
look at it from an engineering point of
view, and regard it as cheaper to build
the railway through Armadale towards
the Great Southern district, so that sub-
sequently we may be able to carry goods
over the line at a cheaper rate. It is not

necessary to say much jn regard to this -

railway.
an independent board, und a large
number of people who are at variance in

to sct aside their persomul opinions to
allow the independent board to decide
the question.
erninent have followed out the advice of

The matter has been settled by

This was done; the Gov- |

Mines Regulation Dill. 3589

the experts; therefore I consider the Bill
should pnss its second reading,

{Tae SreakER resumed the Chair.]
Question put, and u division taken
with the following result : —
Ayes
Noes

G

14
Noks,
Mr. Duavies
Mr. Eddy
Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Horun
Mr, Mclarty
Mr. Swith
My SBtono
Mr, A. J. Wilson
Mr. Heitmany {feller).

Majority against
A AvEes,
. Angwin
. Bamett
. Bath
. Bolton
. Butcher
. Doglish
. (Ew'mg
. (Sregory
3 Gnl'} 4
. Hogward
. Ilingworth
. E¢enan
. Mitchel}
. Monger
. N. J. Moore
. 8. F. Moore
. Price
. Tro,
. Underwood
. Varynrd
. Ware
. F, Wilson
. Loyman (Teller).

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

Bill passed through Comniittee without
debate, reported without ainendment, the
report wdopted.

Eead a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislutive Couneil,

MINES REGULATION BILL.
RECOMMITTAL.

. Mg. lvorzeworTH in the Chair, the
%I‘leirls'mu Fok Mives in charge of the

ill.

Clause 1—Short Title :

Tue MINISTER moved un amend.
ment that the following words be added —
‘“and shall come into operation on a day
to be fixed by proclamation.” There was
no intention to delay the proclamation of
the measure, but it would be unwise to
have the Bill brought into force withou!
the regulations. Mewmbers had seen 2
copy of the regulations, which be under-
stood had to a great extent met with the

v ] ' approval of the body of workers on the
recard to roules have been quite willing |

fields.
| Mr. Batu had not seen them; he
must bave beeb away.
Tee MINISTER: 'The goldfields
i people had not had time to go through
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thew in a cowmprehensive manner, but
they seemed to consider them very well
framed. They had been given to the
member for Ivanhoe.

Mz. Batu: Howlong did the Minister
estimate it would be before the regulations
would be ready ?

Tue MINISTER did not think it
would be more than a month.

Amendment put and passed.

Clause 3—Interpretition :

Tae MINISTER wmoved an amend-
mept—

That after the word * means " (in the defini-

tion of “ Manager ") the following be inserted :
““the person having immediate charge and
direction of the mining operations on any
mine, and includes.”
By a subsequent clause we only insisted
on a manager being appointed in a mine
where a certain number of persons were
employed and where the inspector
directed. In other mines he wished there
to be some person on whom we could fix
the responsibility of working.

Amendment put and passed,

Clause 16—Inspection of mine by
workmen :

Tee MINISTER moved an amend.
ment that the whole clause he struck out
and the following substituted in lie
thereof :— '

The persons employed in & mine may from
time to time appoint two of their nnmber, or
any two persons, nof being mining engineers,
who are practical working miners, to inspect
the mine at theic own cost, and the persons so
appointed shall be allowed once at least in
every month, accompanied, if the owner
agent, or manager of the mine thinks fit, by
himself or one or more officers of the mine to
go to every part of the mine and to inspect
the shafts, levels, plames, working places,
return air-ways, ventilating apparatus, old
workings, and wmachinery. Every facility
shall be afiorded by the owner, agent, or
manager and all persons in the mine for the
purpose of inspection, and the persoms ap-
pointed shall forthwith make a true report of
the result of the inspection, and that report
shall be recorded in the record hook and shall
he signed by the persons who make the inspec-
tion, and if the report states the cxistence or
apprehended existence of any danger they
shall forthwith cause a true copy of the report
to be sent to the Inspector.

Members would remember the long dis-
cussion we had in connection with
appointment of check inspectors, which
was dealt with very exhaustively. This

[ASSKMBLY.)

the ,

Bill, in Commiliece.

new clause had been taken from our Co:
Mines Act, and he believed it was ulmo:
a fac simile of the present legislation i
New South Wales, and it had been foun
to work very well. This would enabl
all the persons in a mining district t
give consideration o the appointment ¢
such people as they chose for the pw
pose of enabling thew to inspect a min:
and he thought it would give more satis
faction even than the clause originall
drafted by him.

Mr. BATH : Apparently the subst
tution of this clause for the origin:
Clause 16 would not meet the objectio
rajsed by wmembers on the Oppositiv
side of the House. The whole objectio
to the clause was that the appointmen
of two persons by those employed in an
particular wine would mean practicall
that those persons would probably b
unable to obtain employment, an
the advocacy by Opposition wmen
bers of check inspectors either t
be paid Dby the State or partiall
paid by the miners' organisation an
partially by the Government was with
view to obviate that particular difficulty
Throughout the goldfields there ha
been many instances of persons bein
victimised. Practically the only differ
ence bhetween this clause and tha
originally in the Bill was that all re
ference to any industrial union in the dis
trict was struck out, and the appomt
went was lefl to persons working in th
particular wmine. He failed to see th
advantage either of Lhe original clause o
the new ¢ne.

Mr. TROY : Thechief objection ruise
by members on the Opposition side to th
original clause was that it would not pre
vent a mine workman from being dis
missed or blackballed by his employer i
he made any observation in regard to th
mine, or condemned any portiou of it a
unsafe for working. The other objectio:
was that before the workers could tak
any action at ull 24 hours’ nolice of th
meeting must be given, and by the expira
tiod of that time any defect which existe
niight be rectified. There were manp;
managers who would scorn¥to dismis
their employees hecause those emplovee
stood up for what they considered to b
their right, bt on the otber hund ther
were others who would take the earlies
opporlunity to get rid of any emplove
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shom they considered detrimental to |
heir interest so far as the working of
he mine was eongerned. ‘This particu-
irly obtained on the very large inines, @
ecause the very large mines were those
there the employment was most
angerous, the defecis mostly obtained,
ud all these precautions were necessary.
[e failed to see that we were going to
erive any beuvefit from this new clause
nless we made the employee independent
f the manager. The secretary of the
nion should be engaged, half tie
mount allowed him being paid by the
rovernment and half by the organisation,
ud he could carry out reasonably and

ell the work of check inspetor. Au
wspection  should be allowed to be
wde ouce every month. There was

o reason why these inspeciions should
ol take place often. Miners would have
» sacrifice their employment in order
» undertake the duties of check-in-
sectorship. Inspectious should be made
ithout prior notice.

Tue MinisTer: The Bill did not say
1t notice must be given.

Mr. TROY: No; but in order to
btain the facilities referred to in the Bill
1e ingpectors must give notice.

TeE MIN1sTER FOR MINEs: Aun hour's
otice would suffice. An inspector, if he
ere reasonable, would not propose to
ispect at midaight.

Mz. TROY: The inspector should
sit the mine at midnight, or at any
her suitable time, when the manage-
ent was not expecting a visit. The
ficulty of obtaining check-inspectors
ight be overcome by making the dis-
icts Lig-—for instunce, waking oue
strict of the whole of the Murchison
dds—and having the check-inspector
ud partly by the Government and
wtly by the men.

Tue MinisTer: At present one man
15 in charge of check-inspection for the
hole of the Collie field.

Mer. TROY: The conditions of em-
oyment on gold mines differed widely
om those on c¢oal mines, the latier being
e less dangerous. The clause would
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it work well, because the check-

spectors must e made independent.

il they could not be made independent

" this provision.

Mr. HEITMANN : The Minister was
be ‘commended for his desire to safe-
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guard the lives of miners as far as
possible. The desirableness of farther
protection bad been forcibly brought
to notice Dby two serious accidents
which ocecurred recently in the Day
Dawn mine, emphasising the necessity
for an independent check-inspector. In
the Day Dawn case the inspector had
tried to shelter the mining company as
far as possible, and of course in doing so0
to shelter himself. Phis clause gave no
guarantee against the victimising of in-
spectors for making reports distasteful to
mining companies. Where the lives of
miners were councerned, a few pounds of
expense ouglit not to be considered. Even
if the Government paid an independent
man hig full salary the payment would
be thorooghly warranted. Union secre-
taries ought unot to be appointed to
check-inspectorships, which should, how-
ever, be filled by men nominated by the
upions and pad by the Government.
He hoped the Minister would forget any
animosity between himself and the
unions, which had, perbaps. harassed the
hon. gentleman at times. This measure
ought. to recognise unions in the same
way as the Trades Union and Industrial
Arbitration Acts recognised them. The
provision in the original Bill was really
better than this amended provision.

Mr. HORAN agreed with what had
been said on the Opposition side of the
House. On the lust oecasion that this
question was discussed, he bad read from
the New South Wales Act the clause
now appearing in this Bill.  The provi-
sion had worked well in New South
Wales. He desired to move a slight
amendment to the effect that a check-
inspector was not to suffer at the hands
of a mining company for any report he
might make. This would overcome the
difliculty.

Mge. Bara: But the companics always
stated, in the case of such a dismissal,
that the man had been discbarged for
some other reason.

Me. Ware: Yes; or else gave no
reason at all. ’

Mr. HORAN: That was true. In
New Scuth Wales, however, no obstacle
was ever thrown in the way of check-in-
spectors. The measure provided that
two copies of every report made by a
check inspector should be forwarded
immediately to the Government inspector
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of the district. Would it be a breach
carrying a penalty if two copies were not
supplied as directed ¥

- Tae MINISTER FOR MINES could
hardly agree to any amendment unless it
were submitted to him in writing, so
that its effect might Le fully considered.
At preseit he did not think any harm
would result from the amendment sug-
gested by the hon, member (Mr. Horan) ;
but at the same time, as pointed oub by
the Leader of the Opposition, it would
have no effect. This clause bad been
working for a long time in New South
Wales, and also on the Collie ficlds, and
it had given satisfaction; therefore it
should be tried in connection with this
measure. The rock we were splitting on
was that members opposite desired that
the miners should have power to appoint
mspectors of mines. The check-in.
spectors, of course, would be to all intents
and purposes inspectors of mines; and
in each district there would be a check-
inspector paid partly by the Crown and
partly by the employees. The Govern-
ment should occupy an entirely inde-
pendent position.

Mg, Herrmaxy : Nol- where the lives
of workmen were concerned.

Tae MINISTER: If the workmen
had the right to appoint inspectors, why
net, on the other Land, the employers?
The Government alone ought to appoint
inspectors. If the inspection at the pre-
sent time were not sufficient, or if the
mwethod of imspection were bad, then lot
us provide more inspectors and endeavour

to secure more efficient inspection. Only
a few davs ago he had received a
recommendation  for the temporary

appointment of an inspector of mines, but
he had declined to make an appointment
until a set of regulations had been pre-
pared and an opportunity had been
atforded, by advertisement, of obtaining
good men,

Mr. WaARE:
take?
., Tux MINISTER: A month or six
weeks. Meantime the present inspectors
would be retained. We wanted good,
smart, young men, capable of honest and
efficient work. If for the purpose of this
clanse we were to make it read, “If a
majority of persons employed in a mine
agree” to the appointments, the trouble
su far as the Kalgoorlie belt was got over

How long would that

[ASSEMBLY.]

Bill, in Committee.

frow the hon. mewber’s atundpoint. Th
member for Cue was under the impres
gion that be (the Minister) was antagon
istic to unions. He was not. If h
were a worker he would be a member o
a union, because unions had done :
marvellous amount of pood.  He objecter
to preference to unionists, because th
unjons, by moral intluence and b
showing the good work they did, shoul
induce others to join their ranks.
had no desire to harass unionists. Th
point was that the House bad alread
decided that it was the duty of th
Government to appoint inspectors. If i
was the opinion of workers in a distric
that some of the mines were not properl:
worked and that an inspector’s work wa
being neglected, according to the pro
posal before the House they would haw
an inspection by two practical workmer
and the report would be sent to th
department; and if Le, as Minister
received a couple of reports showing tha
the inspector was not carefully carryin
out his duties, he would soom have :
watch set upon the inspector's worlk auc
would send the inspector out of th
service if it was within his power to do so
The whole Bill bristled with restrictiom
to protect the life of the worker. Mem
bers should accept the proposed clause
The department hoped to do a great dea
more by regulations to protect tln
workers, and if it was found that can
and consideration was nat given, it would
be necessary to try barder to get bette
inspectors and to appoint more of them
though he believed we had some ver
good men indeed as inspectors,

Mz. BATH: The desire for the ap
pointment of check inspectors was no
with any idea of agygrandising the union
or giving them a prominent position, bu
it was for the protection of the life of thi
miner. Siuce the beginning of the yea
in gold-mining in Western Australia ther
was one long record of calamity am
disaster. The list of deaths was appall
ing. That was why the unions asked fo
a provision to obviate these accidents i
the future. In Newcastle, New Soutl
Wales, over 90 per cent. of the miner
were in the Colliery Employees” Federa
tion, and in some of the miues they wen
all unipnists. The result was that union
ists there were able to provide greate
protection for themselves than could h
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dune in our gold mines where there wasa

suller proportion of unionists employed.
At Newcustle the check inspectors ap-

~out of employment,

pointed were paid by the men themselves -

and were there for the protection of the
interests of the men.

The acquiesence -

of the employers in that arrangement °

showed thut it did not work aoy hardship
to them, so that the praposal was worthy
of our commendation and acceptance.
Mx. UNDERWOOD: The Minister
must be given credit for having o fair
and vpen mind in reference to unions;
but not having been a member of a union,
the Minister could scarcely uppreciate
what the uwions were’ endeavouring to
aim at, and in a wnatter of this kind
should depend oan the advice of niining
representatives on the Opposition side of
the House. The Goveroment should
spure no pains to wake the Bill us perfect
as possible to protect the lives and limbs
of miners. Many accidents could be pre-
vented by proper inspection. Though it
was o reasonable contention that the
Government should act independently
between mine owners and the workmen
and should appoint their own inspectors,
unless the Government were prepared to
appoint inspectors for every little mining
centre it was impossible to have the
thorough iuspection necessary on mines,
and it would be well to allow some check
on the ingpection of the Governwmeut in-
spectors, The inspector could not visit
Peak Hill except at long intervals.
Accidents occurred at Peak Hill when
the inspector was at Yalgoo at the other
end of his big district, and often it was
vver a week before he could reach Peak
Hill after a fatal acrident occurred. In
siuch circumsiances the inspretor conld
not do his work as it should be done. At
least one aceident occurred at Peak Hill
that c¢ould have been prevented by a
system of check inspectors had it been
in force-at the time. The men working
in the mine knew the danger and avoided
it, but u lad whoe was trucking on the
surfuce was sent Jown and fell off the
landing nt the dungerous spot. That was
six years ago and the lad hus not yet
recuvered from  the accident. It was
necessary to have check inspeetors who
would he uninfluenced by any concern for
their wages or living. It was a scrious
thing for many men, especially those
with wives and families working in the
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back portions of the State, to be thrown
because it meant
travelling bundreds of miles before get-
ting employment again. A wan wasg
therefore somewhut cautious before giv-
ing a report that would be likely to
occasion the loss of his job. The belief
that a manager of a mine would dis-
charge any empluyee who reported
unfarourably on the mine did not apply to
the majority of mine owuers, but it most
emphatically applied to some of them.
These were the men against whom we
wished to protect emplovees. As to the
suggestion of the wember for Yilgarn
that a elause should be inserted providing
that the manager should not be prejudiced
against any man for any report he might
issue, that would be altogetber inopera-
tive, It wasa standiog rule that they did
not give any explanution when they puta
man off. The suggestion by the member
for Mount Maguet that the secretary of
the union should be appointed was a
fairly good one, because as a rule in
fairly large ventres the secretary of the
union had some income from his position,
and therefore was rendered independent.
Sone of the Government inspectors were
not as efficient as they should be, and he
thought it had heen stated in the House
before that they were likely to he
prejudiced in favour of the mine owners.
Toa great extent they associated with the
managers ; one was often in company with
mine owners or mahagers, and was likely
to be prejudiced in their favour. That
being so we should liave one who would
be in sympathy with the miver and would
be somewhat prejudiced in favour of the
workwan, Between the two we should
have justice to atl.

Mr. HOLMAN: This new clause was
talen mainly from a provision relating to
men working in coal mines; but coal
miners worked on a very different system
from those engaged in gold mines. The
general rule in coul mines was that the
oldest winers stayed longer than others,
when their work was satisfactory. Some
time ago he asked to be allowed to see a
full report of the inquest on the miner
who was killed on the Salisbury mine at
Cue. Had he obtuined ihat evidence, he
would have been able Lo state more folly
the danger of working in mines. He did
not know what reason the Minister had
fur refusing him a ecupy. Moreover, hud
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he had sufficient funds to go to the war.
den and pay 4d. a folio, he could have ob-
tained a copy. A member should be
entitled to a copy free of charge so that
he might be able to bring forward some-
thing to prevent such a thing happening
in the future. Had we had check in-
spectors in all probability a better state
of affairs would have existed. The jury
added a rider that the scene of the
occurrence had been interfered with by or
with the consent of the manager, between
the time of the oveurrence and the time
the place was inspected by the jurymen.
They also stated that an aceident should
be reported as soon after it occurred
ag possible. TUp to the present no action
had been taken by the Mines Department
to inquire into that. In his (Mr. Hol-
man’g) opinion, the inspector did not
carry out his dutv in not taking action in
regard to the rider. He believed that
nearly 24 hours elapsed before this acei-
dent was reported to the warden. Hada
system of check inspectors been iu vogue,
immediately the accident occurred per-
sons could bave proceeded to Lhe scene
of the accident and made full inguiries.
Ag to this new cluse, if a workman in &
mine made a report to the manager,
detrimental to the mine, his time on the
mine would be very short, and somne
managers would be unserupulous vnough
to see that the workman did not get o
billet near that mine for some time to
come. A check inspector ought to be in-
dependent of the mming companies. Up
to the present there had been nearly a
thousand accidents in Western Australia,
and when we considered that there were
only 15,000 or 16,000 working miners in
the whole of the mines in this State, we
recognised that something ought to be
done immediately to prevent so many
accidents. The only way to do that was

[ASSEMBLY.)

to introduce a strict inspection of the !

whole of the mining properties.
could not be done by the amendment now
proposed. He would like to know what
was meant by * practical working miners.”
If the provision would prevent any prac-
tical miner who was not actually working
in a mine, from inspecting the wmiuve, it
was useless. The amendment moved by
the member for Ivanhoe would, in his
opinion, have met the case.

At 680, the CHAIRMAN left the Chair,

This |

Bill, in Commitice.

At 7:30, Chair resumed.

Mz. HOLMAN (continuing): An
explanation was desired from the Minister
for Mines whether inspectors under this
proposed amendment were to be em-
powered to direct mining companies to
malke their workings safe. This question
was important in view of the recent in-
quest at Cue, in connection with which he
bud asked the Minister for certain papers.
At that inquest, he was informed, it had
been stated, although the statement had
not uppeared in the published evidence,
that while the present Act provided that
mining companies must supply ladders in
shafts, no provision was made that the
ladders must be kept sufe. If that was
the state of the law a proper amendment
should be made immediatelv. The
powers it was proposed to give to the
check inspectors were merely powers to
inspect shafts und other workings, and to
report on the conditions. If the check
inspector reported any danger he must
send a copy of his report immnediately to
the inspector for the district. The per-
son reporting ought, however, to have
power to protect life and limb. One
feared that in the uhsence of proper pro-
tection the numwber of accidents would
continue to grow aus it had grown
recently. The gold-inining acvidents last
year were 304, and for the first seven or
eight months this year over 700; and,
moreover. there had been several fatal
accidents sinee the return was laid on the
table. The Mivister's amendmeuts did
did not go mnewly far enough. The
Opposition bad oo desire to delay the
measure, particularly in view of the
absurdity of keeping back the considera-
tion of so importunt a Bill by another
place to so late a stage of the session.
Say an inspector were instructed to report
us to the safety of a wine at Day
Dawn; he might be at Wilana, 200
miles away, and to reach Day Dawn would
take a fortnight. Meantime the miners
must continue working under dangerous
counditions, [t wus greatly to be regretted
that the Minister bad not brought in a
Bill more in uccordance with the desires
of the Opposition. Any action tendiny
to minitiise danger to the worker was
surely right.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: One
question ratsed on this clause was worthy
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of some little comment; the time which
bud elapsed since this Bill passed through
Committee. It would be remembered,
however, he had promised that the
regulations should be laid on the table,

in order that hon. members inight either -

approve or criticise them befure they were

gazetted. Although the regulations were
here, no comment, either hostile or

fauvourable, had been made by any mew-
ber. The amendments suggested by him
(the Minister) in the Bill, had been on

the Notice Paper for some time; butin
regard to them no one had any alteration

to suggest. The member for Ivanhoe
(Mr. Scaddan) had indeed expressed his
general concurrence in the amendments,
though mnot of course
That hon. member had described the
amendments as a generons effori on
the part of the Mimster to perform the
promise given in Committee. As to the
safety of ladderways, the member who
had raised the question would see the
rules provided that this matter must be
attended to. Complaint had heen made

concerning his refusal to submit to mewn-

bers of Parliament statements collected
by inspectors of mines when examining
persons possessed of information regard-
Ing an accident.

Mr. Houmaw bad not asked for a copy
of the inspecior’s report, but of the
evidence given at a public inquest.

Tae MINISTER: The department
had only statements received from inspec-
tors. Anything urising out of the inquest
was a matter for tha Crown Law Depart-
ment and not for the Mines, Covoners
were not compelled 1o, vor did they
ever, furnish the dines Department with
reports of the evidence taken at inquests.

Tt would ve remembered that in Com- -

mittee members opposite had complained
that miners’ statements collected by the
inspector had been made public, and
he (the Minister) had given a general
prowmise that such informativn would not
be made available except to interested
persons, which term did not include
members of Parlinment.

Mr. HoLmax: Not in connection with
a matter such as this?

Tur MINISTER: No.

Such in-

formation would not be made available .

when litigation was pending. The Leader
of the Opposition had druwn attention
to the necessity for protecting workmen
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in this one. |
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" who gave inforimation to inspeciors. Re-
garding the expression * practical work-
ing miner,” which had been commented
vn, he would take this to mean a man
who had had practical working experience
as a. minver, not necessarily a man actually
working as a miner. He would be content
to accept the words “ practical miner”
in place of ‘“practical working miner.’
! At Collie the check inspector was Mr.
Wilson, not a working miner, but an old
practical working miner. Many men did
not. go underground, but called them-
selves practical miners. That was why
the word * working” wusinserted. This
was not a clause of his drafting. It had
| stood the test of time, so that care should
i be taken before we altered it; but an
{ amendwent would be accepted in this
l

direction, as also in the direction of in-
serting the words ** majority of * before
* persons employed on a mine.”

Awmendment (to strike out the clause)
passed.

Tue MINISTER moved to insert the
new clause in lien.

Oun motion by Me. Bara, the words

“majority of” were inserted Defore
* persons employed,” at the beginning
of the clause.
¢ Mr.HOLMAN: The person appointed
to make an inspection should have prac-
tical working experience as a miner, but
the wording of the Minister's proposed
clause might prevent a man not actually
working at the time from inspecting the
mine. He moved an amendment to the
clause—
! That in the words “who are practical
working miners,” the words “ practical work-
ing” be struck out, and that the words “ with
practical working experience” be inserted
after ‘‘ miners.”

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. HOLMAN : Could an amendiment
be inserted to throw the responsibility on
a manageyr if check iospectors served'a
notice on him that a spot was dangerous,
the respounsibility to lie on the manager
until the visit of the inspector of mines?

Tue MINISTER: It must be apparent
that if an accident occurred at a spot
where check inspectors had pointed out a
dangerons element it would certainly be
strong evidence of manslaughter. Regu-
lations must be provided for carrying out
this clause and provision would probably
. be made so that if there was any urgent
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matter noticed by the check inspectors a
wire could be sent to the Mines Depart-
ment. Auny provision must be com-
prehensive and elastic. If placed in the
Act it might be found unworkable, but
could not be altered.

Mz. HOLMAN : One would be satis-
fied if the Minister intended to make
regulations that in the event of a
dangerous spot being discovered check
inspectors would bave power to télegraph
to the Minister.

Mr. HEITMANN: How would the
Minister provide for the appointment of
inspectors, and who was to say whether
the appointments were made by a
majority of the miners working in a
niine ? :

Tae MINISTER: That was purely a
matter for regulations. An inspection
of this sort would only take place when
there was urgent need for it, and if
occasion arose for an inspection he would
see that there was a vigilant inspection
made by the departmental officer.

MR. SCADDAN: The clause provided
that inspections could only take place
onee a month,

Tae MiNisSTER :
amended.

That  could be

able to say that the majority of persons
working in a mine could by ballot elect
some persons from amongst themselves
or other practical miners who could at
least once x month inspect any part of «
mine and wake a record in the record
book. Tt was regrettable the appoint-
ments could not be permanent.

Tee Mirister: They could be made
for a period.

Mgr. Scappax: The Minister could
provide by regulation as he (Mr. Scaddan)
had indicated.

Amendment (to insert clause as
amended in lien) passed.

Clause 28 —Examination and inguiry
as to cause of accident :

[ASSEMBLY.]
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manslaughter from being present when
dying depositions were taken. He
thought the Leader of the Opposition
would agree with him. He believed that,
under the law, when dying depositions
were taken, every effort was made to try
and have the person charged present.
Mz. Hupsow : If there was a possi-
bility of a charge against an individual.
Tue MINISTER: If there was o
probability of u charge of manslanghter
being taken against a mavager, it was
only right he should be allowed to be
present when the depositions were taken.
Me HEITMANN was pleased to see
that this clause would allow a represen-
tative of each side to be present.
Amendment pat and passed.

Claunse 33—Subclanse 3, Explosives :

Trae MINISTER moved an amendment
that paragraph (r) be deleted, and the
following inserted in lien :—

When using explosives in any wine, the men
charging and firing the explosives shall he

jointly and severally responsible for the proper
handling and firing thereof, and when rilieved

“from duty shall forthwith report the position

of any charged holes and misfires to the
men relieving them, or to the shift-boss or
manager. When holes are known to have

. missed fire, a barricade or other obstruction

ME. SCADDAN : It would be advis- -

shall be placed so as to notify the fact cf sach
misfire.

. The words spoke for thewselves, aud they

would, he thought, meet with much
approval from his friends opposile.

Mr. SCADDAN was absolutely in
accord with the amendment, which met the

. position exactly as they desired it shounld

Tee MINISTER wmoved an amend- '

ment in Subclause 1:—

After “interested,’” insert the words “except
when dying depositions are beiny taken from
the person injured.”

The Crown Law Department had uasked
him to make this slight amendment.
They thought it would be unfair to debar

when the Bill was previously before the
Committee; in fact, he thought it was a
little DLetter than the amendment then
proposed.

Amendment put and pussed.

Tee MINISTER woved an amendment
that the following new subclause be
added after (r):—

When more than three charges of explosives
are being fired at one time in any working face
in & mine, the person firing shall have the
assistance of another man, but when hoth men
cannot retive together frem the firing point
withont impeding one another, the second man
shall retire to a safe position immediately
hefore the fuses are lighted, but shall not

“luave the vicinity until he knows if the firer

has reached a place of safety.
By this we did not prevent one man from

a person who might be charged with . working on a mine, but we insisted that
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when more than three charges were being
fired at one time, assistance should be [
given to that person.

Amendment put and passed.

Subelause 9— Drive and excavation to .
he protected —amended by inserting the
words “* winze, vise, stope,” after ¢ drive."”

Subelause 28—shafts with ladders to
have platforms:

Tae MINISTER mnved
ment :—

an amend-

That the words “sunk after the passing of

this Act” be struck ount, that after the word
"ladder” in line five “in any ehaft or part of
a ghaft sunk after the passing of this Act,” be
inserted, and that the following be added af
the end of the subclange: “in every shaft or
part of a shaft sunk before the passing of this
Act in which the ladders do not comply with
the foregoing part of this rule, any parts of
the ladderway which are repaired shall be
altered so as to comply therewith.”
If shafts were timbered down to a
certain depth, we did oot want to insist
on the ladders being pulled up, but in
future all ladders put down in a shaft
would have to be put down according to
the requirements of the measure. If the
ladders got out of repair, they must,
whilst being repaired, be replaced.

Mr. HOLMAN: The present Act
compelled the wmine owners to place
ladderways in a certain class of mine,
but no provision was made to compel
mine owners to keep those ladders ina
safe working condition. The present
Bill did not provide definitely that the
ladders should be keptin a safe condition.
In a case at Cue it wasfoond thatarung
of a ladder was missing. He had been
informed that the inspector of mines in
the Murchison district stated that
although the Act made provision that
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ladderways should be placed in & inine,
there was no provision to compel those -
ludders to bekept in safe condition after |
they were placed there.

Tue Mivisrer: That was not so.

Mr. HOLMAN: The person killed
had nothing to do with the travelling !
way, but they made an inspection in the
shaft and found this rung missing. He
suggested that the following words be
added to those proposed by the Minister:
“Bvery ladderway in any part of the
ntine that may be used as a travelling
way shall be made and kept safe.”
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Tue MINISTER: If the words he
had proposed were inserted, the hon.
wember could move that farther words
be added. He moved the addition of the
words :—* And all such ladderways shall
be kept in a safe condition.”

Amendwent as altered put and passed.

Subclause 42—Ropes to be tested :
Tre MINISTER moved an amend.-
ment that the following be added to

| paragraph (b) :—

When new, and at no time shall a rope

whose ordinary working load is more that one-
sixth of its breaking strain at the time of use
be used for raising or lowering men, or work-
ing over men employed in the shafb.
Ropes might have a greater strength when
new, and he wished to make provision in
regard to a rope when it was getting old.
Under present conditions all a person
need say was that when he bought a rope
its load was only one-eighth of its breaking
strain.

Amendment put and passed.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES moved
an amendment—

That in Subclause 44 the words “ suitable

receiver and” be struck out.
These words were added in Committee,
but after obtaining information from
engineers he had concluded it was im-
practicable to instal u receiver in every
case. The member for Ivanhoe agreed
that the provision could be applicable to
only a few mines.

Mzr. SCADDAN: After considering
the question he bad concluded, like the
Minister, that it was not desirable to
make a hard-and-fast rule that every
winch underground should have a re-
ceiver. Something, howerver, was neces-
sary to minimise the risk through diseon-
nection, An ingpector who knew his
duty would, however, insist on provision
Leing made for a suitable receiver when
a shaft was being sunk.

Amendment passed.

Tue MINISTER moved an amend-
ment that Subclause 44 be struck out and
the following inserted in lieu :—

When any shaft is being sunk below levels
therefrom which are being worked, it shall he
protected below such levels by a securely
constructed pent-house to the satisfacticn of
the inspector, and when considered nceessary
by the inspector further pent-houzes shall he
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constructed in such shuft, and pent-houses
shall forthwith he constructed in any shaft
after he has given instrnetions to that effect.

He understood this amendment did not
fully satisfy the wember for Ivanhoe,
who preferred to follow the lines of
Eastern States legislation. The rveport
of the State Mining Engincer on this
matter was as follows: —

Re Mr. Scaddan’s note herewith, sent on hy
the Miunister, the fact that the provision is
badly worded in the Victorian and ‘I'nsmanian
Acts does not make it necessary for us {o
follow them. If the winding compartments
have penthouses in them, the winding below the
penthouse must be done in what is the ladder
compartment at higher levels. Tn sinking

deep shafts, however, it is often necessary to | -

wind dirt from the bottom right through to
surface, and then one of the winding compart-
ments must be kept open, the rest of the
shaft being covered by a penthouse. 'I'his is
prevented by the wording of the Victorian
Act, which seems to contemplate only the
case of sinking a shaft while ordinary work is
proceeding in all the winding compartinents
at the bigher levels. T have previously drawn
attention to the bad wording of the clause as
inserted in Committee of Parliament, and
proposed amendment thereof, in my notes of
6/11/06.

Under the amendment, the penthouse

must be such as to meet with the satis-
faction of the inspector.

Mr. SCADDAN: As stated by the
Minister, he disagreed with this amend-
ment. It was desirable for the safety of
wmen working in shafts that penthouses
should be put in as provided by the
clanse in the Bill, which was preferable
to the amendment. By accepting the
amendment we should be placiug too
much responsibility on the shoulders
of the inspector, in this cuse as in
many others. In the case of a shaft
being suuk from the surface and no
men working below, a penthouse was not
required by the Bill. Moreover, the sug-
gested new clause did not appear to him
to effect what the Minister desired, and
therefore he hoped the Commitiee would
adhere to the clause as printed. The
system had worked well in Victoria, and
had cansed no hardship; and the experi-
ence of Tasmania was similar. The only
complaint he had beard concerning the
Eastern States clause was that of the
State Mining Fngineer, whose own clause
was g0 obscurely worded as to be unin-
telligible.
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i in Commitfee.

Tue MINISTER suid he intended
to move later ihat ufter * securely con-
structed penthouse’ there be inserted
“as provided by regulation and.” Then he
would be uble to give by regulation fuller
details of the class of penthouse to be
econstructed. He did not want to depart
entirely from tle advice of the officers of
his department in such a matter, as the
hon. member would understand. To
define by regulation the class of pent-
house would meet the case.

Amendment (to strike out subclanse)
passed ; the new subclanse amended verb-
ally and inserted in lieu,

Subclanse 49— Baoxes in rises:

Tue MINISTER moved that the sub-
clause be strugk out and the following
inserted iv liew .—

In all vertical rises and rises at not more

than an angle of thirty degrees from the
vertical intended to be mere than fifty feet in
height from the floor of the level, the box
method of rising shall be adopted, and no such
rise shall be constructed to a greater height
except by such system. .
The subclause proposed to be strueck out
was iuserted in the Bill on the motion by
the member for Ivanhoe, and provided
that all rises exceeding 20 feet above the
recognised back must be divided into
three compartments by means of a
securely constructed box, but he (the
Minister) had prowised to bring in an
amendment on recommittal. This sub-
clavnse provided that the height could be
50 feet from the bottom of the level.
That might he only 40 feet from the top
of the Jevel.

Mz. Herrmany : A man would fall the
50 feet all the same.

Tye MINISTER: This was a question
of ventilation. We should stop rising as
much as possible, but there were many
poorer shows where fixing the height at
20 feet might prove a heavy tax.

Mr. BATH failed to recognise any
compromise in this proposal. The waiter
had alreudy been thrashed out very fully,

Tue Mivister: The member for Ivan-
hoe fully usderstood that it was intended
to farther amend the subclause.

Mr. BATH: The point raised by the
Minister on the previous occasion the
walter was discussed, was in reference to
boxes in rises on the underlay, and that
it might vot be advisable on that account
to accépt the amendment moved by the
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member for Ivanhoe which now stood in
the Bill. The Committee, however,
decided thut the proposaul made by the
member for Ivanhoe should be inserted
in the Bill, and now the Minister wished
to alter it.
tended that these boxes were put in for
ventilation purposes, almost equal import-
ance must he attached to them for the
safe working of rises.

Tag Miwsisrer: Fewer accidents
occurred in rises than in any other part
of a mine.

[7 Decruner, 1906.]

Though the Minister con- -

Mr. BATH : Many accidents occurred :

in rises, and many miners’ constitutions
were ruiued through working in rises.
The Minister made a bogey of the ques-
tion of expense. It was remarkable that
the protest in that direction to a great
extent came from the rich mines, to whom
the expense would be a mere bagatelle.
In the Eastern States, where poor working
parties were to be found working mines,
the box system of rises was 1 force
almost everrwhere, becanse it gave
greater fucilities to the workmen, and
gave them an opportunity of doing more
work and more satisfactory work. The
system would prove cheaper in the long
run. Howerer, the muin poeint was that
the matter had already been thrashed out
and it was not a fair thing, when there
was to a certain extent a lack of interest
in the Bill, to try to bring about an
alteration.

Tae MINISTER: The member for
Ivanhoe would be able o explain the
agreement in regard to this watter.

Mr. SCADDAN : Hansard put it very
clearly. We thrashed out the question of
the box systew in rises with the result
that the Committee agreed that boxes
should be placed in rises exceeding 20 feet
above the recognised back. After the
division was taken the Minister said that
presumably he (Mr. Scaddan) would have
no cbjection to the Bill being recom-
mitted for discussing whether these boxes
were absolutely necessary in underlay
rises, and he (Mr. Scaddan) had stated
that it could be done straight away.
There was however no menticn of alter-
ing the height.

Tae MINISTER: The hon. member
knew that it was proposed to amend the

height, but the amendment could not .

coine before the Committee at that time,
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Mr. SCADDAN: Rises werc always
weasured from the top of the stope or
level as the case might be. He could not
wgree to any wlteration to the height nn-
less on division. If the Minister’s pro-
posal were accepted n manager would not
put in boxes until the full height of 50
feet was reached, and probably would
not then do so until his attention was
drawn to their absence by the inspector
of mines, ahd would plead ignorance o
the fact that the height had been ex-
eeeded.

THe MINISTER:
applied to 20 feet.

Mr. SCADDAN: It was unsafe io
proceed to the top of u rise without hav-
thg anylhing by which to climb in decent
tiwe. Miners complained bitterly aguinst
the methods of rising now carried on ag
Kulgoorlie. There was no objection to
the Minister's proposal velating to undes-
lay rises, bat the Miunister should not
seek to strike out the subclause now in
the Bill ; he should rather add to that
subclanse a provise deuling with under-
lay ahafts.

Mgr. HOLMAN: It appeared advia-
able to do away as far as possible with
rising at all in mines. The matter had
been taken seriously into consideration
in Victoria, especially in Bendigo. Al
most on every oceasion the work that was
desived to be done by rising could be
done by wmeans of a winze. We should
compel companies who desired to work
their mines by a system of rising to
make the rises as safe and well ventilaled
as possible. No hardship would he in-
flicted on the mine owners if we inserted
the amendment moved by the member
for Ivanhoe when we declt with the
matter previously, and the proposal of the
Minister except as to the 50 feet. We
should leave the number of feet as at
present. The only protest made agaiost
the amendment had been made by the
big wmines on the Kalgoorlie belt.

Tar MINISTER wished to meet the
mewmber for Ivanhoe as far as possible.
Would heaccept an alteration making it
40 feet instead of 50, if it was worked
from the Hloor of the level ?

Mr. SCADDAN: It was not prae-
ticable. It might start 100 feet ahove
the level.

Mr. HeErrwaxnw: Let it be 30 fest
from the brow of the rise ?

The same remarks
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Tug MINISTER.: Would the hon
member (Mr. Scaddan) agree to that?

Mg. Scappan: Yes.

Amendment allered by striking out
the word « fifty” and m%ertmg s thnty,
also by striking out “ from tlu, floor of
the level” and inserting ‘‘above the
recognised back.”

Amendment as altered passed.

Clause 37—Inspector may give notice
of dangerons or defeclive matters not
provided for:

[ASSEMBLY.]

B, in Commitiee.

For instunce, it would not apply to the
manager or underground boss or probably
the met.:,lluruqst These people he helieved

_ got their lnolldays at the end of the year.

Mnn}' of these people might be com-
pelled to work for a short time every

" day.

Tre MINISTER wmoved an amend-
. togive some reason why shift-bosses and

ment—

That after “the,” in line 2 of Subeclause 1,
the words “ owner, agent, or” be inserted.
We wanted to have full power to throw
the responsibility on the three persons.
We desired to put the respousibility
where the officer thought it should lie.
In some instances the mabager might
get instructions from the owners to do
certain work, and in the opinion of the
departinent the responsibility for not
carrying out the provisions of the Act
might lie more on the owner than the
manager, in which cass we should have
power to prosecute the owner rather than
the manager,

Awmendment put and passed.

Clause 39—Persons in charge of
machinery not to be employed for more
than eight consecutive hours:

Tee MINISTER moved an amend-
went—

'That the following words be added: The

eight hours shall be exclusive of meal times,
and of any time occupied in raising or ex-

hausting steam or drawing fires in connection

with the machinery in his charge.

In many mines it was essential for the
driver to do this. Engine-drivers eame
under the scope of the Arbitration Act,
and they would have their award.
Amendmeut put and passed.

Clause 41—No person to be employed
for more than thirteen days in a
fortnight :

Tue MINISTER moved an amend-
ment—

That the word “person ™ be struck out and
“ workman * substituted.

If the amendment were passed ihe pro-
vision would apply to the wages men in
the mine and not to the general staff.

. there was any objection made.

Amendment put and passed.

Tae MINISTER moved a
amendment—

That after * to,” in Subglanse 3, the words
“ for¢men, shift-bosses, grooms,” he inserted.

Mr. SCADDAN wished the Minister

farther

foremen should be inserted. They were
only workmen in the ordinary sense,

Trr MINISTER: A foreman might
necessarily be conpelled to be employed
continuously. These men got special pay
and usually special holidays. He did nat
think there would be the slightest objec-
tion by the men themselves to the in-
clusion of these words. A cable had been
seut from London frowm the Council of
Mine Owners protesting strongly against
this clause, and they thought it would do
a lot of iwjury. On the other hand
members krew that he approached the
managers and asked them if they could
give him any proposal by which if men
worked the seven days they would allow
them extra payment or make gpecial pro-
vigion for paid holidays. No such pro-
vision was made, and we were now going
to insist that at least once in 14 days
they should give the workmen a day off.
He hoped it would not be long before
they would find means of working these
plants withont men baving to work more
than six days continnously. He was
almost afraid of the clause himself, yet
Lhe thought we were justified. In his
opinion we were justified in putting mine
owners to some expense with a view of
letting men get one day off onec a fort-
night. Asto the foremen he did not think
The
amendment had been on the Notice
Paper a long time and he had heard
of no objection. In the vase of the fore-
men it was esseniial that their ger.
vices should be availuble if pecessary.

Mr. SCADDAN: After the explana-
tion by the Minister he was not geing
to oppose the inclusion of ‘foremen,
grooms,” but shift-bosses should have a
dayv off.
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Tue MINISTER cousented to strike
out ** shifi-bosses.”
Amendment ag altered agreed to..

Clause42—Hours of euployment below
ground ;

Mr. HOLMAN

ment--

ba struck out, and “inclusive” inserted in
lien.

This was in accordance with the whole
of the arbitration awards.
the clanse were an innovation on the
previous legislation in this direction, apd
there was no necessity for it. Ifinserted,
it might be the means of allering the
whole system of working which obtained
in the mines ut present. Under the clause
persons working underground ard who
had half-an-hour or an heour for crib
time could be compelled to work the full
eight hours underground, this necessi-
tating their heing underground perhaps
8 or 9 hours. A similar provision
existed when he was working in the
mines in Victoria over 18 years ago.
About that time an alteration was made
so as to prevent the employment
of any person underground for more
than eight hours inclusive of meal time.
In every award provision was made that
all underground workers should only
work 47 hours o week, inclusive of crib
time. Tf we allowed the word ** exclusive
to remain, men would have to work 48
hours a week underground.

Tae MINISTER: We should not
interfers with the working of the Arbi-
tration Act. These words bad been in
previous statuies, and were therefore in-
serted in this Bill.

Me. HoLmaw: This was a new pro-
viSion.

Tae MINISTER would agree to strike
out. the words ** exclueive of meal times.”

Mr. HEITMANY : Suppose a manager
knocked a man off for half an hour, he
could then say the man was notemployed
during that time.

Tre MINISTER : The mazimum was
mentioned in the Bill. It was provided
that no matter what the court might say,
there were certain things it conld not do.
It would be impossible for the Arbitra-
tion Court to say that 2 man should work
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moved an amend- °

The words in -

. man worked 44 hours a

uine hours underground; but the court
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could rednee the number of hours as it
thought fit.

-Mr. HEITMANN : It was left open
for the employer to give an employee
certain time off, and during that time the
man would pot be working.

Mr. HOLMAN: The
would mesat the case.

amendment
It was laid down

. . . " in every award of the Avbitration Court
That the word “ exclusive ” in subclaunse 1 °

that men should not be emploved for
more than 48 hours underground, but
the provision in the Bill allowed 48 hours
to be worked. The onlr men who were
allowed to work 48 boursa week in-
clogsive of crib time were those . who
worked above ground.

Mr. BATH: Not only was itthe uni-
versal custoin in Western Australia to
work the time apecified weekly, crib time
being included in the eight hours, but it
was the wuaniversal custom throughout
Australin  for miners working under.
ground. The law should conform to the
recognised custom, for there might be a
time during which an award was not
in existence, or there might he a district
not covered by an award, and the result
might be that if the provision was aliowed
to stand, some miueowners might say this
was justification for departing from what
was the recogmised custom. Seeing that
no hardship could be inflicted by the
amendment, there was no valid reason
against adopting it.

Tue MINISTER: There was no ob-
jection to the words  exclusive of meal
times” being removed. If a man had
his crily down below the time went on,
and he could not be kept down helow
more than eight hours.

Mg. Herrmany: Suppose he was sent
up for one hour.

Tae MINISTER: Tn prospecting
shows a man wight work for four hours
below and come to the surfauce for one
hour for his meal. That hour could not
be rveckoned portion of the working hours
of the day. In many of our twivesif a
week  below
ground he did a good week’s work.

Mg. HOLMAN : Trouble had occurred
in isolated cases where there was no
award. Under the existing law there
was no provision dealing with meal times.
If we inserted the words * inclusive of
meal times,” it would be in accordance
with the practice now in existence.

Amendment put and passed.



3602  Mines Regulation Bill.

Tae MINISTER moved an amend-
ment—

That in Subclanse 1 the words ““ exclnsive
of mezal times > be struck out.

Mr. HOLMAN hoped the Minister
would not persist in the amendment.
The Arbitration Court could not make
au award conbrary to existing legislation,
and excision of these words would create
a difficulty. In little shows, he might
explain te the Minister, the men were
better treated than in big shows. Indeed
in the little shows of the North-West,
and also at Meekatharra and other parts
of the Murchison, the men worked only
44 hours per week.

Mr. BATH hoped the Minister would
accept the amendment of the member for
Murchison (Mr. Holman) in its entirety.
We should conform to established
customs. At the Augusta mine, owned
by a party of workeras in the Laverton
district, the miners wers brought on at
8 o’cluck and knocked off at 4, and were
allowed an hour for dinner. On the
small mines no atterapt was made to
curtail the rights of winers. To conform
to eustom was just as desivable as to con-
form to arbitration awards.

Tue MINISTER did oot desive to
depart from the ordinary custom, but
these words were well out of the clause.
We had no right to encroach on the
functions of the Arbitration Court.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result :—

Ayes 18
Noes 10
Majority for ... .. B8
AYES, NoEs.

Mr. Barnett Mr. Angwin

Mr. Brown Mr. Bath

Mr, Cowcher Me. Bolten

Mr, Davies Mr. Colier

Mr. Eddy My. Daglish

Mr. Ewing Mr. Holman

Mr. Gordon Mr. Horan

Mr. Gregory Mr. Seaddan

Mr. Hayward My, Underwood

Mr. Keconn Mr. Heitmann (Teller).

My, McLarty

Mr, N. J. Mncre

Mr. 5. F. Moore

Mr. Price

Mr. Smith

Mr, Stone

Mr. Veryard

Mr, Layman (Teller),

Amendment thus passed.

Tn Subelavse 1, the words “ without
an interval and between any two periods !
of working there shall be an interval of |
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at least four hours,” were struck out con-
gequentially, and the words “on any
day " inserted in lieu.

Clause 52— Protection of abandoned
shafts :

Tur MINISTER moved an amend.
ment—-

‘That the words “ or who removes any part
of the mound or dump at the mouth of any
such shaft so as to lessen or destroy its use-
fulness in protecting persons and animals
from falling into such shaft,” be ingerted after
“same,” in line 5, and that ¢ mound or dump,”
be ingerted after ** platform,” in line 9.
Members would recognise the danger of
removing the material placed for protec.
tion over the mouth of an abandoned
shaft.

Me. Bare: Would the passing of this
awmendment make it penal to remove pay-
able dirt from the mouth of an abau.
doned shaft P

Taz Minisrer : No.

Mr. HOLMAN: In such a case the
people who remove the payable dirt
ought to make the shaft safe again.

Amendment passed; the clause
amended agreed to.

Me. SCADDAN: Had regulation:
been framed in nceordance with promise
providing penalties for negligence on the
part of mine-owners or managers? He
(Mr. Secaddan) had had an amendmew
to that effect on the Notice Paper, anc
had withdrawn it on being promised by
the Minister that a provision for that
purpose would be included in the Bill.

Tre MINISTER: The matter had
been overlooked, and he had dene noth.
ing in regard tc it. Should the member
desire a farther amendment, it wmight
be inserted in another place. If the hon
member would confer with him, ar
amendment could be provided for inser.
tion in the other House,

Bill reported with farther amendments

Mr. Houmax: Would the Ministe
table tbe Regulations ¥

Tae Mintsrer: The hon.
wonld receive a copy on Monday.

Report adopted.

as

member

BILL—MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS.
COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS,

Schedule of 128 umendwments made by
the TLegislative Council now considered
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iu Committee; Me. Dagrisa in the
Chair, THE ATTORNEY GENEEBAL in

charge of the Bill.

No. 1—-Clause 8, line 5, strike out the
words “ ewes, wethers, rams:”

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: By
far the larger number of these amend-
ments were made at the suggestion of
the Parlinmentary Draftsman, who had
altered the language to make the mean-
ing clearer and wore definite.  This
amendment would improve the interpre.
tation of “cattle.” He moved that the
amendment be agreed to.

Question passed, the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 2.--Clause 6, strike out in the
definition of ocuupier all words after
* thereof " :

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL moved
that the amendment be agreed to. This
would make no difference to the defini-
fion, which would include any person
holding leasehold or freehold property, or
10lding under an agreement for a lease.

Question passed, the Council’s amend-
nent agreed to.

No. 3—Clause 6, in the definition of
‘road distriet,” after ** distriet” Insers
‘under the local government of a roads
yoard " :

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL moved
hat the amendment be agreed to. The
nsertion made no difference in the mean-

ng.

%In. BATH : The Attorney General's
ttitude was peculiar. If the amendment
nade no difference, why add useless
rords 7 These amendments, he was in-
ormed, were made at the wish of the
tovernment. Tt was a reflection on the
wseemnbly, perhaps undeserved, that after
he Bill passed here so many amwendments,
108t of them technical, should be found
ecessary in another place. The Parlia-
ientary Draftsmanshould in future make
uch amendments and put the Bills in
roper form before subnitting them to
1is House.

Question passed, the Council’s amend.
tent agreed to.

No. 4—Clause 8, after this clause ingert
new clause to stand as No. 9: * Notbing
t this Act shall he deemed to confer any
swer on the council to control or man-
¢ any park or reserve committed by the
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Goveinor to a hoard of parks and re.
serves appointed under * The Parks and
Reserves Act, 18957 :

Tue ATTORNEY GENFERAL: As
the Bill left this House, Clanse 9 was
portion of Clause 245 ; but the draftsman
considered that an earlier part of the
Bill was the proper place for the pro-
vision. He moved that the amendment
be agreed to.

Mg ANaewiN: Would oot the provi-
siou be clearer-in Clause 2457

Tre ATTORNEY GENEKAL: No.

Question passed, the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 5—Clause 20, strike out all

- words after * the,” in line 9, to theend of

the clause, and insert the following :-—
— day appointed for the unnual eloction next
after such order takes effect.

(2) In case ruch order affects the council-
lors for one or more wards, but not for the
whole municipal district, then ail the council-
lors for the ward or wards affected shall go
out of office on such day, but the election of
councillors shall not be otherwise affected.
In every other case in this section mentioned
all the councillors shall go out of office on

such day.

Tae  ATTOKRNEY GENERAL
moved that the amendment be agreed to.
Tt meant that when an order was made
whereby a municipality was subdivided
or re-divided into wards,.the next ensuing
election should not be affected by such
order, nor should the order affect the fill-
ing up of extraordinary vacancies, until
the day appointed for the annual election
alter such order took effect. The sub-
clause provided for the possibility of the
order affecting councillors for more than
one ward, but not the councillors for all
the wards.

Question passed, the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 6— Clause 24, paragraph (e)
amended verbally—agreed to.

No. 7—Clause 43, amended to make it
clear that in the case of each municipality
one councillor must go out of office each
vear, the first to retire on the 20th
November in the vear next folluwing the
first election—agreed to.

No. 8—agreed to.

No. 9—Clavse 47. paragraph (b), after
the word * district™ insert “in respect
of which all rates wmade for the current



3604 Munieipal Bill:
financial year, including health rates, are
paid not later than the first day of Octo-
ber next following ™ :

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL mnved

that the amendment be agreed to. TIn
the Bill as passed by the Assembly, Clause
81 provided that any person whose name
appeared on the roll should not be cntitled
to vote unless all sums due for rates were
paid by the 3lst of October, bunt by
Clauze 53 it- was necessary to hold a
revision court between the 10th and
20th October iuclusive in order that
rolis might be prepared for the elections.
There was thus a clashing between the
two clauses, If those who were to enjoy
the franchise were not compelled to pay
‘rates before some dute which allowed a
reasonable time to prepare a list for sub-
migsion to the revision court it would be
traposstble Lo complete the list in time.

Mz. Baru: Could not a small supple-
mentary list be prepared ?

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
would require an enormous amonnt of
work, The amendment provided that
rates wust be paid not later than the 1st

- day of October to secure a vote for the
ensuing annual elections. That would
enable the staff of the municipality to
prepare a list in timne for submisston to the
revigion court, and after the court was
held there would be reasonable time to
prepare rolls for the ensuing annnal
elections. In this respect the Bill as it
passed the Assembly was not workable,
and would cause an outery and demand
for amendment if lists were circulated
containing names of persons not entitled
to vote. The amendment was moved in
the Council by the Colonial Secretary at

* the request of municipal officers.

Mr. AvgwIN : Contrary to the wishes
of the councils.

Me. BOLTON: Provision should be
made so that a ratepaver would be en-
titled to vote on showing the returning
officer a receipt for rates paid hefore the
1st November. Apparently the only
reason for this ameudment was to give
the couneils’ staffs time to prepare lists,
but if we made a provision such as he
suggested it would not interfere with
thase officers. Surelv a man was entitled
to vote if he paid bis rates? An oppor-
tunity now presented itself for makieg
that provision in the Bill. Cer-
tainly if a mwn paid his rates after
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the revision court sat his name woul
not appear on the lists, but that shoul
n t prevent him from producing to th
returning officer a receipt from the tow;
clerk, and so getting a vote. Pay da
was usually the first of the month, and i
often happened that a man had to wai
until after pay day to pay his rates; bu
seeiny that the opportunity of getting
vote was gone, the man might he careles
about paying the rates at ull until h
was compelled to do so. If that ma
could get a vote on the day of the electin
it would be an incentive to him to pay hi
rates.

Tug ATTORNEY GENERAL: Th
rates were for the year gone by, an
should be paid half in June and th
second half soon after notice was sen
out by the town clerk. Ratepayer
twelve months in arrear were not desery
ing of great sympathy. Tt was a fac
that some neglected to pay their rate
who were often best able to pay them, an
left the burden of municipal expense o
those f¢ whom sometimes it was a matte
of anxiety to raise the money to pay th
rates. His experience was that th
greatest trouble 1n securing rates was i
the case of those who could pay, bu
trasled on the indulgeuce of the munic
pality in allowing the rates to stand ove
if the hon. member’s suggestion wer
carried out a person not on the roll woul
be entitled to vote. Then the candidate
would not know that he was entitled t
vola,

Mgz. Bovron: All the better.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: W
were bound to furnish the cand
dates with information as to who th
electors were. That was the ohjec
of  having municipal rolls. Th
same applied to parliamentary ele
tions. It was the duty of the State i
one case, and of the municipality in th
other, to furnish accurate information t
those who came forward as candidates i
order that they might know who wer
entitled to vote. The proposal now mad
would iotroduce an nnknown element i
regard to those who ight be qualifie
t vote or might not be. There woul
be u public outery. He regretted that h
cotild not accept it.

Mr. H. BROWN : Speaking for Pert!
be knew it took the town clerk and hi
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officials all their time to get the rolls
ready now.

Mz. BOLTON : There was a provision
that one should pay his rates up to
October, and vet we asked the town clerk
to prepare a list prior to the 20th
September.

Tae ArrorNEY GENERAL: Therevision
court settled that afterwards.

Mz. BOLTON : Then they could have
a hist typed with the words * subject to
the payment of rates.” In North Fre-
mantle and other places terraces of houses
were held by landlords responsible for
paying the rates and the tenmants were
denied the right of voting. In maay
cases the rates were purposely paid the
last day on which they could be, and
noue of the tenants were put on the roll
It we allowed the tenant to produce the
receipt from the town clerk he would
have an opportunity of paying the rates
when he found that the lundlord had
deceived him. If we wllowed tenants to
pay the rates the municimality would
bave no difficulty because probably over
90 per cent. would pay their rates prior
to the election.

Me. ANGWIN : The only way to get
over the difficulty as far as the hon.
member (Myr. Bolton) wus concerned, was
to entitle persons to exercise their vote
whether the rates were paid or not. It
seemed strange fo him that the officers
should in an indirect way use the powers
of the Government to make an alteration
which the representatives of the people
had blotted out at the request of those
who carried o our municipal work. In
New South Wales and in South Aus-
tralia what was now suggested was
carried into effect, and if 1t could be
managed in those places we ought to be
able to mapage it here. The Attorney
General made a very good suggestion
with regard to the revision couri for
extending the time by a month, but the
revision court might as well be held in
the last part of Uctober as the first.

TuE ATTORNEY GENERAL : How should
we get the rolls ¥

Mr. ANGWIN: What suited eitids in
the other States ought to-suit us. People
could be sued for their rates, and why
should they be deprived of their rights in
regard to electing representatives to serve
o the council ? ‘

[7 Deceyner, 1906.)
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Mg. STONE: Seeing that the pro-
perties could at any time be sold to raise
the amount of the rates and that if the
rates could not be conveniently paid ten
per ceat. could be charged as interest, he
did not see why a person should be dis-
qualifiel through not having paid his
rates by 2 certain day. He was in favour
of allowing either the owner or the
occupier to vote,

Mr. BATH: Too much of a bogey
was made of the work that would be
imposed on the officers in the prepara-
tion of the lists. He bad known of
instances in the other States in connec-
tion with other kinds of elections where
the lists containing a muchgreater number
of voters were got out in very quick tiwe,
within a day or two of the elections;
printed and everything else. If, as the
member for North Fremantle suggested,
a sort of supplementary list were prepared
of persons who would be eligible to vote
subject to the payment of rates, that
would assist candidates spoken of by the
Attorney General. Knowing that these
people were entitled to vote one could go
round and perbaps place them in posses.
sion of the truefuctsof thecase, and induce
them to secure their vote either by bring-
ing pressure to bear on the landlord or
stopping the rate out of the reat which
would otherwise be due. There was no
difficulty in the preparation of a supple-
weotary list of those who paid their
rates after the dates specified. |le op-
posed the amendment.

Question put, and a divisien taken
with the following result:—

Ayes ... 18
Noes Lo 11
Majority against 7
AYES. NoEs.

Ar. Bornett Mr. Angwin

Mr. H. Brown Mer. Bath

Mr. Cowcher Mr. Holton

T, Bddy Mr. Collier

Mr. Ewing Mr. Davies

Mr. Gordon Mr. Holman

M. Gregory Mr. Horan

Mr. Hapward Mr Scaddan

Mr. Keenan Mr. Underwood

Mr. McLarty Mr. Ware

Mr. N, J. Moore Mr. Heitmanu :Tsller)

bMr. 8. F Moore .

Mr. Price

Mr, Smith

Mr. Veryord

Mr. Stone

Mr. A. J. Wilson

Mr. Layman {Tollsr).

Question thus passed, the Council’s
amendment agreed to.
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No. 10—Clause 50, Subclause 1, strike
out the subciause and insert:—

(1.) The town clerk shall, on or before the
twentieth day of September in cvery year,
cause to be prepared a list of all per-ons who
appear to him to be entitled, subject only to
the payment of rates, to be rogistered as
electors on the electoral roll for the municipal
district, and if the distriet is divided ieto
wards, for the several wards. Such list is
hereinafter referred to as the electoral list.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERATL: This
was only an expansion of the clause as
printed in the Bill, avd pointed oui
definitely the way in which the lists
should be prepared, and if a municipality
was divided into wards, there should be
liats for each ward. He moved, “That
the Council’s amendment be amended by
striking out the word ‘only’ between
* subject” and ‘to.””

Amendment passed ; the Council’s
amendment as amended agreed to.

Nos. 11, 12, 13—agreed to.

No. 14—Clause 58, Subclause 8, strike
out ““in case of death,” and insert “under
Subsections 6 or 7 of this section; " also
strike ont the words “in each of the said
cases ;-

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL moved
that the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed, the Council’s amend-
meot agreed to.

Mr. ANGWIN: Was it necessary to
send a notice to a person whose name
was objected to?

Tue CHAIRMAN : The member could
not discuss an amendment that had been
agreed to, but as a faveur he wonld allow
him to ask a question.

Me. ANGWIN: Would it be neces-
sary to have a new clause to provide for
sending out nutices ? :

Tag ATTORNEY GENERAL: A new
subclause had heen inserted giving the
court power to expunge names on notice
given.

No. 14a.—Add a pew clause to stand
as Clanse 66 (clerk to furnish list of
municipal ¢lectors) :

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
was a provision similar to that in the
Electoral Act. It was compulsury under
the Electoral Act for town clerks to give
this information to assist the Electoral
Department in the preparation of the
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rolls for the Upper House. He moved,
*That the amendment be agreed to.”

M=z. BOLTON: This provision was
farcical, and was described as farcical by
the electoral registrars. Moreover it was
absolutely unnecessary. Its cnly effect
was to relieve registrars of responsibility.
If a few names were left off the rolls,
those persons would find themselves
deprived of their votes, even although
they had recently voted, or bhad put in a
claim to the town clerk. '

Me. ANGWIN: One objection to this
amendment was, that the rateable value
did not vepresent the anunal value of
property, and from this it naturally
followed that a number of persons were
disfranchised. Town clerks were not
neglectful of their duties n supplyving
every Bame ou their books. Previously,
they had received from the RElectoral
Pepartment some remuneration for the
work.

TrHe ArrorNEY GENERAL: The Elec-
toral Department paid the town clerks
nothing.

Me. ANGWIN: As the member for
North Fremantle (Mr. Bolton) had said,
this was unnecessary work.

Tur ATTORNEY GENERAL: Sec-
tion 34 of the Electoral Act read almost
word for word with this amendnrent.

Question passed, the Council’s umend-
ment agreed to.

No. 15—Clause 75, line 43 of page 26,
insert after councillors, *“or all the coun-
cillors in office;” and in live 2, page 27,
after “counecillors,” *or the whale
number of councillors, as the case may
be ™ :

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL wmoved
that the amendment be agreed to. The
object was to provide for the case of two
municipalities agreeing to join. A {ull
roster of all the councillors might not
exist, and if that contingency were not
provided for, difficulty might arise in ihe
interpretation of the clause. He moved
an amendment that the words  in office”
be struck out.

Amendment as amended agreed to.

No. 16—Clause 77, Subclause (2)
amended consequentially.

No. 17—Clause 81, Subdause (1),
strike out the secomd colminn under the
heading ** [ateable value of land”: g
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Tae ATTORNEY GFNERAL moved
that the Council’s amendment be not
agreed to. The second column dealt
with capital unimproved value.

Question passed, the Council's amend-
ment nci agreed to.

No. 18—Clause 81, Subelause (3)
amended consequentinlly by the Council
to the same effect—not agreed to.

No. 19—Clause 81, Subclause (4),
strike out this clause:

'ee ATTORNEY GENERAL moved
that the amendment be agreed to.
Originally it had been provided ihat
persons puying rates on or before the
31st October would he entitled to vote.
We had now provided that rates must be
paid on or before the lst October. The
amendment was therefore consequential.

Question passed, the Council’s amend-

ment agreed to. .

No. 20—Clause 91, amended verbally—
agreed to.

No. 21-—Agreed to strike out “any”
and insert ‘“the,” and strike out *‘as
are,”

No. 22-—agreed to.

No. 23—Clause 107, strike out the

words '* caudidates than he is entitled, or

to give more votes than he is entitled to .

give,” and insert “ or less than the num-
ber of candidates to be elected " :

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
would provide that the relurning officer
might reject any ballot paper containiog
any writing not justified by the Aect, or
une in which votes were cast for more or

less than the number of candidates to be |

elected.
be agreed to,

Question passed, the Council's amend-
nent agreed to.

Nos. 24, 25, 26—agreed to.

No. 27—Clause 126, paragraph (a),
strike cut “ and on the face of the notice
the name and address of the person
authorising the notice " :

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: The

object was to bring the provisions against
illegal practices at municipal elections
into line with similar prorisions in the
Electoral Act. He moved that the
amendment be agreed to.

Question passed, the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

{7 Decrugee, 1906.]

He moved that the amendment
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Nc. 2B—agreed to.

Ho. 29—Clause 167, strike out sub-
clause (3) :

Tap ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
subclause provided for the appointment
of chairmen of committees, and a new
stbelauge in the next wmendmwent would
provide that the mayor should be ex officio
chairman of each comimttee, provided
that at the first meeting he might decline
the chairmanship for the year, in which
case, and whenever he was absent,
another member should be appointed
c¢halrman. He moved that the amend-
ment be agreed to.

Mk, ANGWIN opposed the amend-
went. The wunicipal conference hid
agreed to adopt the section in the Act of
1895 whereby & chairman of cach com-
" mittee should be appointed annually, so
that he might have all the work of the
committee in his hands. In many
municipalities the mayor could not be
present at every committee meeting, and
he should therefore be oaly an ez officio
member.

Question passed, the Council’s amend-
' ment agreed to.

No. 30—agreed to.

No. Bl-—Clause 176, Subclause 19,
strike out paragraphs (b.) and (e¢.) and
insert the following .—

(b.) For the regulation and control of bills,
placards, or advertisements attached to or
pasted or pamted on hoardings, whether the
same are crected upun private property or
upon any puhblic place;

{c.) For the reguiation and control of hoard-
ings erected upen private property, and forthe
removal by the council, or any person acting
' under their authority, of any such hoarding,
ror of any bill, placard, or adverfisement
. attached to or pasted or painted thereon which

in the opinion of the council is dangerous or

ohjectionable, and for the recovery of the
cxpenses thereof.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
new paragraphs were more specific, and
the second would give power to deal with
hozrdings on private lands.

Mr. ANGWIN : The amendment
would considerably ncrease the powers of
councils. Not long zgo, the Perth council,
actuated by spite, tried to remove a rail-
' way hoarding fronting Wellington Street,
i By the amendment the council could

remove hoardings from private property.

This was going too far.
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Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
related to hoardings simply. In other
parts of the world municipalities could |
prevent the beauty of streets being
destroyed by unsightly advertisements.

Meg. Angwin : Even temporary hoard-
ings could be interfered with here.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: If
temporary, all the more reason for their
being under vontrol.

Question passed, the Council’s amend-
ment ugreed to.

Nos. 32 to 37 —ugreed to.

No. 38—Clause 176, Subclause 43,
insert at the end ** which are not ceiled or
lined with wood or lath and plaster :”

-Toe ATTORNEY GENERAL moved
that the amendment be agreed to. [t was
proposed by an architect in another
place, and did not. seem particularly de-
sirable or objectionable. Buildings not
ceiled or luned with wood or lath and
plaster were to be subject to another
portion of the clause, which provided
for coating them with white paint or
whitewash.

Mzr. BATH: Wus this not duplicating
legislation ¥ We had a similar provision
in the Factories Act.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
applied to dwellings as well as to fac-
tories, :

Question passed, the Counal's amend-
ment agrecd to.

Nos. 39 to 43—-agreed to.

No. 44—Clause 231, before this clause
insert the following to stand as Clause
231 :—* Subject to the provisions of the
Public Works Act 1902, the council of
every municipality shall have the care,
control, and management of all public
places, streets, roads, ways, bridges, cul-
verts, ferries, and jetties within the
municipal distriet™ :

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL wmoved
that the amendment be agreed to. The
object was to preserve the rights vested
in the Crown under the Public Works
Act, so that the councils could not over-
ride them.

Me. BATH: We should not consent
to give councils control of roads main-
tained out of the State exchequer.

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: With-
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out. the winendment the municipality
would have complete control of ull rouds. |

as to Amendmenis.

The amendment did what the hon.
member sought,
Question passed, the Council’s amend-

ment agreed to.
Nos. 45 to 49—agreed to.

No. 50— Clause 248, line 1, strike out
all the clause after the words * the
council,” and insert, ““ shall at all inter-
sectivng of streets within the mubicipal
district, cause the names of such streets to
be legibly indicated, und for that purpose
may affix any board or plate, either in
wood, iron, or other material, upon any
patrt of any building, fence, or wall, or

“ctherwise, containing such notice as may

be necessary for such purpose and con-
dugcive to the public convenience.”

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL moved
that the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. ANGWIN: It was provided in
the amendment that the councils shall at
the intersections of streets cuuse the
nawmes of such streets to be legibly indi-
cated. It should reud * may.” ’

Mr. H. BROWN : If the word *“ may”
was used it would be a dangerous pru-
vision to enforce.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
was an lmprovement to use the word
“shall” It would not be much expense
to a muuicipality to put up these notices.

Question passed, the Couhcil’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 51—Clause 249, adda subelause as
follows :—2. The council may from tine
to time authorise any person to enter
upnn any house or premises to which a
number has becn assigned, for the pur-
pose of removing any number already
thereon, and of fixing or painting the
number so assigned upon the wall, or a
door thereof, or upon any fence or gate:

Tue A'l'TORNEY GENERAL moved
that the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. BATH: Would councils be emn-
powered to make u charge for fixing
numbers on houses ¥

Tre ATTORNEY GENERAL: No
power was given to make a charge.

Mr. H. BROWN: This was a neces-
sary provision. Power was not given
hitherte. No charge was made in Perth
for fixing numbers on honses.

Question passed, the Council’s amend-
went agreed to.

No. §2—ugreed to.
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No. 53—Clause 278, strike out the !
words “not exceeding one-half,” and
nsert after *thereby”™ the words *mnot
exceeding one-half if the footway or path-
way ig nine feet in width or under, or one-
third if the footway or pathway exceeds
nine feet in widih > :

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL moved
that the ameodment be agreed to.

Mg ANGWIN: This was un important
amendnent, providing that if a footway
exceeded 9ft. in width the owner of the ;
property was not compelled to pay more
than coe-third of the cost of paving the i
footway. lu the majority of our principal 4
streets the footways were more thun 9ft.
wide, and the paving used on them was .
more expensive than the paving put down |
on cruss streets. There was no reason
why the people adjoining these wider foot-
paths should not pay half the full cost. :

Me. H BROWN : The provision was
very fair. In the outlying portions of
Perth footpaths were purposely made
16it. wide to cover up the sand and to
save the expense of coustructing a great
portion of the road.

Question passed, the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

Noa. 54—Clause 279, line 2, after the '
word * width > insert * and levels” :

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL moved
that the amendment be agreed to.

M=. BATH: Some amendment was
needed. In many cases manifest in. !
justice had been inflicted or people; in -
Subiaco for instavce, owing to the altera-
tions of levels. People who had been l
resident there u considerable time had
been given levels originally, and now the
municipality had raised tbe footpaths and
practically obliterated their fences and
gates. This proposal would be giving
the council altogether foo much power.
It meant that they would be permitted to
depreciate the value of a person’s prop-
erty or his improvements which he him-
self had effected without giviog any
redress.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
was a public good to make a street level,
and although necessity arose, in carrying
out that work, to inflict hardsbhip in
some individoal cases, he thought the
hoa. member would not get the House to -
make provision for compensation. Such
a clause would be entirely inoperative.

[? Decemser, 1906.]
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Me. H. BROWN: The insertion of
the words in this amendment would give
the power which the member for Brown
Hill required. It would call upon the
corporution to give the levels, and at
present they were not called upon to do

" that,

Mr. BATH : The objection to it was

" their voming along and malking new levela

altogether. He moved an amendment
that the following be added :—

Provided that compensation is given when
injury is inflicted upon any occupier.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: Per-
haps the hon. member would not persist
iu that amendment if he looked at the
Council’'s amendment No. 55 which pro-
posed to add {o Clanse 279 the words
“ Provided that the council shall, on

' request of any owner or his agent, furnish

a plan of such levels and ulignments.”
Mr. BATH: After levels bad been
given and iwprovements” made, which
might not be purchasable with money, but
represented a considerable amount of
time and expense in the way of hedges
and lawns, the council raised the foot-

. path, practically obliterating the fence
+ and destroving the hedge, and the owner

got no compensation.

Tue ArrorNeY Geweral: If after

" giving levels the council departed from

ihem there would be a claim for com-
pensation.
Mz. BATH : They had not been able

* to secure compensation.

TeE ATroRNEY GENERaL: In Har-
vest Terrace they had.

Amendment (3r. Bath’s) negatived.

Question passed, the Council’s amend-
ment sgreed to.

No. 55—Clause 279, add at the end
the following: “ Provided that the
council shall, ou request of any owner
or his agent, furnish a plan of such
levels and alignments ™ :

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL inoved
that the word ‘“ plan™ be struck out and
“ particulars ' substituted. This would
save expense fo the parties.

Amendment passed, the
amendment agreed to.

Council's

No. 56—Claunse 283, as to repairing
crossing-places, redrafted to make the

. intention clear—agreed to.
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No. 57—After Clause 288, o new part
inserted as Part XIIL., relating to sewers
- and drains; this re-cnactment being neces-
gary becanse the Health Bill then before
Parliawent could uot be completed in the
session.

Council’s amendment. agreed to.

No. 58 —Clause 286, definition of
public buildings, etc., redrafted —agreed
0.

No. 59—Clause 286, strike out all the
rest of the elavse after the word “feet ' :

Discussion ensued as to amending the
Council’s ameudment relating to the
minimum widlh of streets. Bventually
the matter was postponed,

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 11-35 o’clock,
until the next Tuesday afternoon.

Legislative @ouncil,
Monday, 10th December, 1906.
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Tee PRESIDENT took the Chair at
3 o'clock p.m.

PravERs.
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PAFERS PRESENTED.

By the CornoniaL SECRETARY : Annual .
Report of Board of Governors of the |
Perith High School.

Question, elc.

QUESTION—RAILWAY SUNDAY EX-
PRESS TO GOLDFIELDS.

Hex. T. F. O. BRIMAGE asked the
Colounial Secretary: 1, Isthe Government
aware that repeated applications are still
being made for a train to leave for the
Eastern Groldfields on Sunday evenings ?
2, Will the Government give the preposed
alteration a trial for two mounths during
the snmmer season? 3, Will the Gov-
ernment take steps to have the figures
given by the Commissioner of Railways
as to the cost of the proposed alteration
verified, seeing that they are out of all
proportion to the figures given in the
return supplied to this House on the 13th
November ?

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, No. 2z, The Coinmissioner does
not recommend such a trial, as there 1s
nothing to warrant it. 3, Farther ex-
planation is necessary before this question
can be dealt with. If Mr. Brimage will
call at the Ruilway Offices, every E.Luhty
will be afforded hinw.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.
Tar COLONIAL SECRETARY

wmoved—

That in order to ezpedite business, the
Standing Orders relating to public Bills and
the consideration of Messages from the Legis-
lative Assembly be suspended during the re-
mainder of the session, so far ag may bhe neces.
sary to enable Bills to pass through all their
stages in one sitting, and DMessages to be
taken into immediate considerntion.

He said this was the usual motion passed
at the close of each session in order that
we might deal promptly with business
and finish up the session. Towards the
end of a session messages went back-
wards and forwards between both
Houses frequently, and by passing the
motion we would be enabled to deal with
them at one sitting. ~Standing Orders
had been suspended a week ago in
another place.

How. R. F. SHOLL : The statewent
might be perfectly correct; it was ocea-
sionally the practice to suspend Standing
Orders; but the present business of the
House was in such a state, with such
| important Bills before us and likely to
to come Defore us—amongst others the
Land Tax Assessment Bill, which was in
abeyance—that it would be unwise to do



